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Benjamin Garvin 1794-1856(?)

Pennsylvania and Missouri? An early reference to him in Missouri appeared in

the 1820 Circuit Court Records where Elijah Mallerson, Stephen Best, Michael
Keeny and Benjamin Garvin were fined for their failure to serve as jurors.® All of these
men were deeply associated with the Robbins’ family in St. Charles. On June 18, 1826,
Abigail Robbins, widow of Moses Robbins and executor of his estate, appointed Benjamin
Garvin and Welcome A. Robbins, her son, to be her attorneys-of-record for legal work in
Butler County, Pennsylvania. Another son, and co-executor of the Moses Robbins estate,
Thaddeus C. Robbins, whom she had earlier appointed as her attorney-of-record, had
died in 1823. Is the Benjamin of these references the brother of Alexander Garvin and
John Garvin of St. Charles, Missouri and formerly of Butler, Pennsylvania?

Who was this Benjamin Garvin who was associated with the Robbins’ family in

Some information about this Benjamin exists. He was the son of Benjamin and Margaret
Boyd Garvin, born June 30, 1794, in Virginia but grew up in Butler County, Pennsylvania
after his family emigrated there in the late 1790s. In 1854, Benjamin’s brothers, David
and William, applied for a Revolutionary War Pension in the name of their father. In their
cover letter, David and William named “Benjamin, of the state of Mississippi near Grand
Gulfs” when they listed their father’'s children.? The 1850 U.S. Census identified a
Benjamin Garvin living in Grand Gulf, Claiborne, Mississippi. He was 46 years old, born
in Virginia, lived alone, and owned three female slaves and five male slaves. This
Benjamin Garvin, of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Mississippi, was the brother of Alexander
Garvin and John Garvin of St. Charles, Missouri, formerly of Butler, Pennsylvania.
However, was this Benjamin and the Benjamin of St. Charles, Missouri one and the
same?

Two other men who lived in St. Charles at the time of the Robbins’ family, John B. Garvin
and John B. Garvin, Jr. were thought to have been associated with the Garvin family of
Butler, Pennsylvania. John Jr. was identified as “Benjamin” Garvin beginning with the
1850 U.S. Census. He was born in Missouri in 1826, so he was not the Benjamin Garvin
associated with the Robbins in the 1820’s. John Benjamin’s father, John B. Garvin, Sr.,
remains largely unknown. We know he married Rebecca Reed and Rosannah Mallerson,
both buried in Black Walnut Cemetery, but we have found no additional records to
illustrate his activities in St. Charles County. We do not know that he was named
‘Benjamin’. Neither of these two men, John B. Garvin or John B. Garvin, Jr. was a brother
of Alexander Garvin or John Garvin. Furthermore, one historian recorded that Benjamin
Garvin, brother to Alexander and John, never married.®

Alexander Garvin and John Garvin appeared on the 1819 Missouri Enumeration;
Benjamin Garvin did not. Nevertheless, Benjamin’s earliest presence in St. Charles




County was January 1819; he bought land. The following lists his land transactions in St.
Charles.

Real Estate Transactions in St. Charles County—Benjamin Garvin

1819, January 22—Indenture between Nathaniel Overall and Henry Hight on the one part
and Benjamin Garvin of the other part certain tracts containing one hundred arpens in
Portage des Sioux

1819, July 27—Indenture between Welcome A. and Moses B. Robbins on the one part and
Benjamin Garvin on the other part for a tract of land situated in the town of St. Charles.

1820, December 9—Indenture between Charles Denny and Rachel his wife on the one part
and Benjamin Garvin on the other part for a tract of land situated in the town of St Charles

1821, July 23—Deed made between George Collier of the one part and Benjamin Garvin of
the other part for a certain lot with a parcel of ground with a brick house thereon situated
in the town of St. Charles

1821, August 23—Indenture between Uriah Devore and Jeremiah Millington of the one part
and Benjamin Garvin of the other part to erect a structure over the arch in the space
between the wall of the brick house of the first party and that of the second party

1822, November 25—Deed between Benjamin Garvin one part and George Collier of the
other part a parcel of land with a brick house thereon in the town of St. Charles

1823, Nov 23—OQuit claim between Benjamin Garvin of the one part and Alexander Garvin
of the other part for one hundred arpens of land in St. Charles County

1826, July 1—Sale between Benjamin Garvin of the one part and George Collier of the other
part interest in a certain room or tenement built over the arch intended for a refuge between
the houses of Jeremiah Millington and that house now owned by George Collier and filling
the space between

1826, July 3—Indenture between Benjamin Garvin of the one part and Joshua Chambers
of the other part a certain parcel of ground with a brick house there on situated in the town
of St. Charles

1826. Nov 4—Sale between George Collier and Euphrasia Francois Collier his wife of the
one part and Benjamin Garvin of the other part a certain brick house and lot adjoining the
lot now owned by Jesse Morrison in the town of St. Charles, it being the same lot and
house conveyed to George Collier by Benjamin Garvin by Deed on November 25, 1822

1847, Aug 13—Sale between Benjamin Garvin of Tansas Parish, Louisiana of the one part
and Michael Angest of the other part real estate (a lot subject to a lien for the balance of
the purchase price) in the town of St. Charles, Missouri

After November 1826, Benjamin Garvin disappeared from St. Charles, Missouri records
only to re-surface in Tansas Parish, Louisiana in August 1847. This parish, located in the
northeastern section of Louisiana with its eastern border on the Mississippi, was




organized and founded in 1843 following the “Indian removal’, a forced migration of
Native Americans from the eastern United States to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma, in
the 1830s. Cotton agriculture dominated the economy. Planters moved in from the
eastern and upper South, either bringing or purchasing numerous enslaved African
Americans as workers. The developed plantations used the river as transportation to
markets. In 1861, almost 91 percent of the parish’s inhabitants were slaves. Benjamin
appeared to have returned to his ‘southern roots’ plantation life of Virginia.

No records have identified where Benjamin lived between 1826 and 1847. His
whereabouts these two decades remains unknown. He did appear, however, in records
in Mississippi.

Real Estate Transactions in Claiborne County, Mississippi—Benjamin Garvin

1849, March 31—Indenture between Nicholas C. Howard of the first part and Benjamin
Garvin of the other part a certain lot of land situated in Grand Gulf, Claiborne County,
Mississippi designated in the town as lot number four in square number five fronting on
Church Street

1852, Jan 5—Indenture between William Milk and Roevena P his wife along with Paris G.
Clark and Lucinda his wife of the first part along with Benjamin Garvin of the other part the
following--Part of lot number three in square 5 in town of Grand Gulf

1852, September 29—Indenture between James M. Daniels and Mary Daniels his wife of
the first part and Benjamin Garvin of the other part a lot situated in the town of Grand Gulf
lot number 2 and three in square number 16

The Benjamin of St. Charles, Missouri was the Benjamin of Tansas, Louisiana. Not much
of a leap is required to say that the Benjamin of Tansas, Louisiana was the Benjamin of
Grand Gulf, Claiborne, Mississippi in 1850. Benjamin owned slaves in a county and state
known for its plantation life. In his will, dated 1856, Benjamin emancipated his slaves upon
his death.

Therefore, the question, was the Benjamin associated with the Robbins a brother of
Alexander and John? One historian had this to say about the Garvin family--“Three of
their (Benjamin and Margaret Boyd Garvin) sons, Alexander, John, and Benjamin, settled
in St. Charles county in 1822.74

Most likely this Benjamin of the Garvin family in Butler, Pennsylvania, was the Benjamin
of St. Charles County and beyond.
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