
 

 

 

Moses Robins/Robbins 1767-1818 

With Mallerson and Garvin FamiliesΩ Information 

 

  

JANUARY 1, 2023 
PHILIP LAWRENCE RHEA  ED.D. 

JONNIE KAY RHEA--RESEARCHER & PROOFREADER 



 

1 
 

Moses Robins/Robbins 1767-18181  
with  Mallerson and Garvin Familiesȭ Information  
 

oses Robbins, son of Moses and Keziah Minor Robbins, was born January 26, 
1767, in Voluntown, New London, Connecticut,2 the eighth of nine children. He 
grew up in Connecticut, a colony that was itself growing and developing. Whether 

or not he had any schooling cannot be determined. His signature later in life was scrawled 
with ill-formed letters, perhaps a result of age, infirmity, or lack of instruction. Perhaps he 
could read because ó8 old booksô were listed among his possession on the inventory of 
his estate. Unlike his older brothers, Samuel and Brintnal, or his father, Moses (1717-
1814), Moses did not serve in the Revolutionary War, or, at least, no evidence has 
surfaced to suggest that he did. He was but nine years old in 1776 and age sixteen at the 
warôs end in 1783. In his 1903 Will, Albert G. McKnight, Mosesô grandson, attributed the 
rank of Major to Moses and directed the rank be engraved along with family names on 
the Robbinsô Tomb in Oak Grove Cemetery.3 However, no evidence has surfaced to 
explain or support that rank. Clearly Mosesô age range at the time of the war precluded 
any such rank. Also, his name did not appear on a list of men from Pennsylvania who 
served in the War of 1812.4  
 
Moses married Abigail Cook, daughter of Thaddeus and Zeuriah Hinckley Cook, on 
December 30, 1784, in Preston City, New London, Connecticut5, although one record 
comes from Griswold First Congregational Church in Griswold for the same date. Both 
were seventeen years old. Abigailôs father was a veteran of the American Revolutionary 
War and, afterwards, actively served in the affairs of Preston.6 How Moses and Abigail 
met or came to know each other remains unclear. Their families most likely knew each 
other. The couple remained in the area of Voluntown where most of their children were 
born and raised. The original name was ñVolunteersô Townò, an apt description because 
in 1700 land for the town was given to the volunteers of the Narragansett War. Most of 
the settlers came from Norwich, New London, and Stonington. Mosesô great-grandfather, 
Samuel, of Massachusetts, served in the Narragansett (King Philipôs War) between 1674 
to1675 and so, consequently, was granted a tract of land in Voluntown by the general 
court7. Until 1881 Voluntown was situated in Windham County8. Moses and Abigailôs first 
child, Thaddeus Cook Robbins, was born on December 23, 1787.9 Several succeeding 
childrenðWelcome (b.1791); Merinda (b 1794); Moses B.(b. 1797); Frederick (b 1799); 
Thomas (b. 1801); and Zeuriah (b. 1804) -- were also born in Voluntown. On the other 
hand, a son, Samuel H., was born March 10, 1807 at an unknown location. Between 
Zeuriahôs birth in 1804 and the U.S. Census in 1810, which identified Moses as living in 
Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania, Moses and Abigail moved their family to western 
Pennsylvania. Perhaps their son, Samuel H., was born in 1807 in Connecticut before the 
family emigrated or perhaps in Pennsylvania after they arrived. However, Mosesô name 
did not appear on the 1808 Taxables for Butler County, which would show only that he 
did not own property at that time. Moses and Abigailôs youngest child, Abigail, was born 
in Pennsylvania on June 4, 1810.10 11  
 

M 
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Moses Robbins may have moved his family to Butler County, Pennsylvania because his 
brother, Brintnal, had earlier moved his family to western Pennsylvania. In his pension 
application, Brintnal wrote: ñI moved from Connecticut to the State of Pennsylvania the 
year of the whiskey war, or western insurrection, (1791-1794) and have lived here ever 
since.ò12 Therefore, about a decade lapsed before Moses Robbins joined Brintnal.   
 
Moses Robbins made his presence known in Pennsylvania through his association with 
Brintnal and the Robbinsô mill, through his record on the U.S. Census, and through land 
records. Brintnal and Moses Robbins often worked together even though they did not 
always live in proximity to each other; their fortunes always were separate. Brintnal was 
a farmer and a promoter who built boats and ships and then floated them down to New 
Orleans laden with whiskey. He also built ships for Commodore Perry during the War of 
1812.13 The first grist mill and sawmill on Glade Run was built by Brintnal.14  In 1790, he 
purchased from the government of Pennsylvania a large tract of land lying along the 
Youghiogheny River, known as ñCroffords Sleeping Place.ò At this location, Brintnal built 
a flour mill, distillery, and a dairy. To secure waterpower for what became known as 
Robbins Mill, Brintnal built a dam across a portion of the Youghiogheny River. First 
though, he had to get authority from the Pennsylvania State Assembly who enacted a law 
entitled ñAn Act Authorizing Brintnal Robbins to erect a mill dam over part of the 
Youghiogheny River in the County of Westmoreland.ò15 (Passed February 26, 1796) Even 
though Brintnal was associated most closely with Westmoreland County and Moses with 
Middlesex Township in Butler County, both brothers were associated with the mill.16 It 
was an established fixture in the county; often other establishments were described in 
proximity to the mill. Thaddeus Robbins, Mosesô oldest son, also worked at the mill as 
revealed in the advertisement in a Pittsburgh paper.17 By 1811, the date of the ad, Brintnal 
was preparing to move to Pittsburgh, which he did in 1812, in time to supply ships and 
coal for the war.18 
 
 
The only census record for the Robbinsô family in Butler PA is this 1810 U.S. Census for 
Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania. The information revealed is as featured below: 

M. Robbins--3 Males under 10--1 Male 10-15--2 Males 16-25--1 Male over 45-- 

1810 U.S. Census--Middlesex, Butler PA 
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2 Females under 10--1 Female 10-15--1 Female over 45 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Moses Robbins and his eldest son, Thaddeus, made use of a land law passed by the 
General Assembly of Pennsylvania on April 3, 1792, which stipulated that all vacant lands 
in the Commonwealth would be sold to persons who would cultivate, improve, and settle 
them. The act permitted a settler to occupy a tract of four hundred acres of the unsettled 
lands. By living on and improving the land, having the land surveyed, and paying the legal 
price for it, the settler would secure a deed for the homestead. The law may have attracted 
Mosesô attention, maybe even while he lived in Connecticut, because he and Thaddeus 
took advantage of it. 
 
The exact source of money Moses used to purchase land in Pennsylvania is unknown; 
however, several possibilities existed. Abigail Cook Robbins received an inheritance from 
her fatherôs estate, probated on November 15, 1785-- ñI give to my daughter Abigail 

Commonwealth, Vol VIII, Issue 8, Page 2 
Tuesday, February 25, 1812 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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Robbins eighteen pounds in Money besides what I have given her already to be paid her 
by my son Thadeus (sic) (Cook) in two years after my decease.ò Abigail also inherited 
from her father two cows, sixty pounds lawful money when she arrived at the age of 
eighteen. (She was eighteen on December 7, 1785 and already married to Moses 
Robbins).  Furthermore, should her brother Samuel Cook die before he attained the age 
of 21 and without children or heirs, then Abigail was to share with her three sisters one-
third of what Samuel Cook would have inherited.19 Abigailôs brother, Samuel Cook, died 
in 1852 in Vermont. As a second source, Moses Robbins and his four living brothers 
inherited land from their father. The deed transfers took place before their fatherôs death 
in 1814.20  In 1811, Moses Robbins also inherited four dollars from the estate of his 
stepmother, Mary Stanton Robins.21  
 
The Robbins land transactions in Butler County, Pennsylvania, as governed by the law of 
1792, were as follows: 
 

¶ Thaddeus C. Robbins applied for four hundred acres in Middlesex, Butler, 
Pennsylvania. These acres abutted land settled by Daniel Johns, George Boyd, 
Moses Robbins, and William Campbell. Thaddeus first improved this land on 
February 25,1806 by erecting a cabin on the land, by clearing, fencing, and 
cultivating at least 80 acres and by building a house, 32 feet by 40 feet, and raising 
rye, wheat, and corn on this acreage every year he lived on it. Thaddeus swore 
and subscribed to this in March 1816. He received a certificate of survey of these 
400 acres on July 24, 1817. 

                                           

¶ In the spring of 1810, Moses Robbins purchased 400 acres in Middlesex, Butler, 
Pennsylvania with the settlement improvements from Robert Miller who was at that 
time living on the land and who had made improvements. After the purchase 
Moses kept up the acreage and improved it until October 1812 and continued to 
improve the land with the erection of a livable house about 18 feet square and with 
at least 30 acres cleared, fenced and cultivated to raise rye, wheat and hay every 
year that he had owned the land. Moses swore and subscribed to this on January 
25, 1816. Moses received a certificate of survey of these 400 acres on July 24, 
1817. 

 
Within these documents several facts about the Robbins in Pennsylvania emerge. 
Thaddeus Robbins applied for land in 1806. This date is the earliest that connects the 
Robbins family to Butler, Pennsylvania. Thaddeus, who was twenty-three years old at the 
time of this transaction, could have emigrated alone to Pennsylvania with the family 
following later. However, this document also reveals that the acres Thaddeus applied for 
abutted land settled on by Moses Robbins. Consequently, it seems likely the Robbins 
family left Connecticut together and was living in Butler County by 1806. 
 
An affidavit, dated July 24, 1817, sought proof that Thaddeus C. Robbins had resided on 

the land for five years from the time of settlement. The amendment stated that on March 

30, 1817, in an application of proving settlement, Thaddeus was said to have been living 

on the land but, on March 8, 1817, he appeared to have been in the Territory of Missouri. 
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The county clerk requested an investigation of this discrepancy. Nevertheless, this 

affidavit clearly equated the Thaddeus Robbins of Pennsylvania with the Thaddeus 

Robbins of the Missouri Territory. These two documents above are legal statements of 

ownershipðone for Moses; the other for Thaddeus-- required as part of the Pennsylvania 

Land Act of 1792. The date for both is May 12, 1817. By this time Moses Robbins and his 

family were settled in St. Charles, Missouri Territory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Democratic Republican, Vol 1, Issue 13 
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Moses Robbins ultimately bought and improved 1000 acres of land while he lived in Butler 
County, Pennsylvania. On January 16,1816, he advertised it all for sale. The transaction 
was quick. By March 19, 1816, Samuel McGowan, James McGowan, Samuel McGowan, 
Jr. and John McGowan, of Pitt, Allegheny, Pennsylvania, purchased the 1000 acres, the 
stills and apparatus for the distilleries and mills that were on the land, all livestockðcows, 
hogs, sheep, poultry-- with the exception of the horses for five thousand dollars to be 
received: one thousand dollars earnest money, two thousand dollars on May 1, 1817 at 
the time of the delivery of the deed, and another two thousand dollars on May 1, 1818.22 
With the knowledge that Moses and his second son, Welcome A., jointly purchased from 
John Ritchy (sic) and Samantha, his wife, on June 2, 1816, a lot in St. Charles, St. 
Charles, Missouri Territory. Moses likely left Butler County and moved his family to the 
Missouri Territory between March and June of 1816, after the spring thaw. 

 
The Thomas Mallerson Family 

Nothing exact can be discerned about the lives of Elijah Mallerson and Merinda Robins. Facts seem to 
emerge only to be contradicted. Oréno information exists or, information that does exist, is undocumented. 
The most seemingly credible information comes from the Missouri death certificate of their son, Moses 
Newton Mallerson23 which stated that Elijah was born in Connecticut and Merinda in Pennsylvania. No 
dates were given. From U.S. Census records for 1790 and 1800, we know that Elijahôs father, Thomas 
Mallerson/Millison, moved his family of two male children and two female children from New London, CT to 
Pine, Allegheny, PA sometime during the 1790s. Thomasô estate identified the children in the family-- 
Thomas, Elijah, Thankfull, Permela, Philemia, and Lucinda-- but not their birth dates or birth order.24 These 
six, perhaps ones living in 1812, the date of the will, do not match the number of children residing in the 
household in 1800 (3 males, 5 females) or 1810 (3 males, 4 females). 
 
Merinda, daughter of Moses and Abigail Cook Robbins, was born August 31, 1794, in Voluntown, New 
London, CT25. That information certainty makes Moses Newton Mallersonôs death certificate less credible. 
Nevertheless, Merinda lived in Pennsylvania after her father and mother moved there from Connecticut. 
Furthermore, Merindaôs sister, Abigail, was born in Pennsylvania.26 In 1810, Elijah Mallerson was living in 
Allegheny County and Merinda Robbins in Butler County, which sits atop of Allegheny County. The 
proximity of Middlesex Township with Pine Township invites belief that Elijah and Merinda met in 

Pennsylvania and married there about 1816 as some historians have suggested but not documented27.  
 
Thomas Mallerson/Millison served in the 7th Connecticut Regiment during the American Revolutionary 
War.28 He was one of four identifiable sonsðThomas, Elisha, Ezra, and Roswell-- of Elisha and Lucy 
Stanton Mallerson of Groton, New London, Connecticut. Thomasô brothers also served in the war. However, 
they remained in Connecticut during their adult years. About 1780 Thomas married Ame Newton, daughter 
of Elijah and Ame Culver Newton of Groton, New London, Connecticut. Thomas left for western 
Pennsylvania, perhaps with a certificate of bounty land, although no document has surfaced to support that 

idea. 
 
We know little about Thomasô life in Allegheny County. He probably farmed although we have no land 
records of any ownership. The 1800 U.S. Census listed him as living in Pine, Allegheny, Pennsylvania with 
three male and five female children and a wife.  In 1802 he signed a petition (along with Alexander Garvin) 
and many others from Allegheny, Beaver and Butler Counties, asking for resolution to their complaint that 
they had a right to the services and official assistance of every judge setting at the Court of Common Pleas 
and so asked for a resolution to their complaint. In 1808 a notice was posted in the newspaper that Thomas 
needed to pick up his mail in Pittsburgh. 
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Relative Positions of Butler and Allegheny Counties 
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Cranberry and Middlesex Townships 
Homes to the Garvin and Robbins Families 
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Pine Township 
Home of the Mallerson Family 
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Record of Thomas Mallerson's AMREV Service 

 
On July 27, 1812, Thomas Mallerson/Millison composed his will. He identified a house, land and 
tennaments (sic) that lie about it, all of which was to go to his wife, Ame. Then, upon her death, (she died 
in 1828) the house and land were to go to Elijah Mallerson. Thomasô will also identified ómoveablesô (sic), a 
garden, firewood, and several rows of apple trees, which the daughters could access as long as they remain 
unmarried. Upon marriage, these items go to son, Thomas. Ame and son, Thomas, were named as 
executors of the will. Thomas died in 1813 and was buried in Rogerôs cemetery in Allegheny County.  
 
Most of Thomas and Ame Mallersonôs children remained in Pennsylvania during their adult lives: 

¶ Thankful married Alexander Hays and remained in Allegheny County 

¶ Permela married David Garvin and remained in Butler County 

¶ Lucinda married Robert Lirting and remained in Allegheny County 

¶ Thomasô location remains unknown 

¶ Phileniaô location remains unknown 
 
These three children left Pennsylvania for the Missouri Territory: 

¶ Ame married Alexander Garvin and moved to St. Charles County 

¶ Cynthia married John Richey and moved to St. Charles County 

¶ Elijah married Merinda Robbins and moved to St. Charles County 
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The Benjamin Garvin Family 
Benjamin Garvinôs early life was chronicled in his American Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land 
Warrant Application as submitted by David Garvin and William Garvin on June 27, 1854.29 Benjamin 
enlisted in the Virginia Line in the regiment commanded by Col. Dankins. He served for the entire war.  
Benjamin was single but owned a farm in Rockingham County at that time. Benjamin married Margaret 
Boyd in Rockingham on January 31, 1782. Their first child, Elizabeth, was born November 24, 1782 in 
Rockingham. The couple had six more children before they emigrated about 1796 to Allegheny County 
(later Butler County) in Pennsylvania. Four additional children were born in Pennsylvania. The family 
eventually settled in Cranberry Township near where the Moses Robbinsô family lived in Middlesex 
Township. Since the Mallerson/Millisonô family lived directly below the Middlesex Township in Pine 
Township, Allegheny County, this proximity might have given all of them opportunity to know each other in 
Pennsylvania. 

 
Benjamin Garvin first settled on and improved 400 acres of land in Cranberry Township in March 1797. For 
five years he resided with his family during which time he cleared, farmed, and cultivated at least 30 acres, 
raised grain yearly and built several houses fit for habitation. Benjamin transferred his title to his son, 
Alexander, after which he continued with the clearing and cultivating upwards to 50 acres and continued to 
live on the property until he died on August 5, 1815. He was also the proprietor of a tavern from 1800 to 
1811 after which his grandson, David, took over. 

 
Upon Benjaminôs death, his widow, Margaret, married a Mr. Bowman of Mercer County, Pennsylvania in 
1825. Unfortunately, Mr. Mercer died at his home in 1828; consequently, Margaret returned to live near her 
children in Butler County. On June 8, 1844, Margaret died at the home of her daughter, Mary Garvin 
Stoolfire, in Cranberry, Butler, Pennsylvania. Margaret was 82 years old. 

 
The Garvin family was associated with the Plains United Presbyterian Church30. The church and Cranberry 
Township matured together. James and Nancy Garvin were listed among the 32 members in 1838. In 1839 
James Garvin was one of four elders chosen to assist the pioneer elder, Morris Covert. The congregation 
was incorporated in 1849 with David Garvin and James Garvin named as two of the four trustees. In all, 
twenty-three Garvin family members were buried in the churchôs cemetery in Cranberry Township. 

 
Most of Benjamin and Margaret Garvinôs children remained in Pennsylvania during their adult lives:  

¶ Elizabeth married James Minnis and lived in Denison, Luzern, Pennsylvania 

¶ Nancy Garvin married Joshua Stoolfire and remained in Cranberry, Butler, Pennsylvania 

¶ David married Permela Mallerson and remained in Cranberry, Butler, Pennsylvania 

¶ James married Nancy Wilson and remained in Cranberry, Butler, Pennsylvania 

¶ Margaret had died by 1852 when her brothers David and William applied for an American 
Revolutionary War pension based on their fatherôs service in the war. 

¶ William married Martha Rowan and remained in Cranberry, Butler, Pennsylvania 

¶ Jefferson married Rebecca Rowan and lived in Beaver, Beaver, Pennsylvania 

 
These three children left Pennsylvania: 

¶ Alexander married Ame Mallerson and then moved to St. Charles, Missouri Territory where he died 
in 1832 

¶ John moved to St, Charles, Missouri Territory and then married Mary Love 

¶ Benjamin left Pennsylvania for St. Charles Missouri Territory later than his two brothers. By 1847 
he lived in Tansas Parish, Louisana, and in 1850 he lived in Grand Gulf, Claiborne, Mississippi 

 
Mostly likely the Garvin brothers did not travel to Missouri with Moses Robbins and Elijah Mallerson. Moses 
and Elijah were listed in the 1817 Missouri enumeration; the Garvin brothers, Alexander and John, were 
not. However, the brothers were listed in the 1819 Missouri enumeration. They probably arrived between 
1817 and 1819.  
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Pittsburgh Gazette February 25, 1803 
Mallerson and Garvin Families join Petition 
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The Missouri Territory 
Missouri was a backwater theatre in the War of 1812. The primary conflict was between Great Britain and 
the United States as played out in the east and Great Lakes area. The secondary conflict, the one Missouri 
settlers fought, was between the United States and Native Americans. The three population centers of the 
Missouri Territory at this time were the lower Mississippi Valley, the St. Charles/St. Louis district, and the 
Boonslick (sic) settlement on the western frontier. Three main U.S. military outposts had been developedð
Ft. Belle Fountain, twelve miles north of St. Louis; Ft. Osage on the Missouri River near present day Sibley, 
and Ft. Madison at the mouth of the Des Moines River. Several temporary forts had been established on 
the Mississippi River between St. Louis and present-day HannibalðFt. Mason, Buffalo Fort, Cap au Gris, 
and Deshaôs Battery at Portage des Sioux. At the onset of the war, Missouri settlers began óforting up.ô Most 
had done this previously in Kentucky and Tennessee when threatened there with Indian raids. Clusters of 
small family forts arose in the Boonslick settlement and in the St. Charles/St. Louis district and on the Illinois 
side of the Mississippi. (Note regarding a family married into the Robbins: Located in Bests Bottom at its 
western end, Isaac Best, a brother of Stephen Best, had built a blockhouse for his family. Quicks Fort was 
not far away. In 1814, Best and his family abandoned the fort and retired to Fort Clemson.) Two forts in 
Howard County were sufficiently large to house multiple families. Local governments encouraged outlying 
settlers to go to the relative safety of St. Louis. In the meantime, the U.S. government was preoccupied 

with the larger campaigns back east. Missouri pioneers were on their own.31 
 
The Treaty of Ghent, signed on 24 December 1814, ended the War of 1812 by restoring relations between 
the United States and Great Britain with no loss to either nation. The treaty took effect in February 1815. 
Treaties of Portage des Sioux were supposed to end the conflicts between the United States and Native 
Americans and thus end the war. Although they were designed to restore all possessions, rights and 
privileges enjoyed in 1811, the treaties consolidated earlier treaties in which the United States secured vast 
territory of the Midwest. These treaties formed the legal basis in which tribes were to be relocated west of 
the Missouri River to clear the way for states to enter the Union. The treaties among nineteen tribes were 
signed between July 18 and September 16, 1815. Immigration to Missouri had been reduced from 1810 to 
1815 because of the fighting between the tribes and the United States. But by the fall, after the signing, and 
in subsequent years, a tidal wave of new settlers poured in Missouri.32  
 
Timothy Flint gave us the best vision of St. Charles County shortly afterwards: 
ñBetween the second and third years of my residence in the county (St. Charles County, Missouri Territory), 
the immigration from the western (eastern) and southern states to the country poured in a flood, the power 
and strength of which could only be adequately conceived by person on the spot. We have numbered a 
hundred persons passing through the village of St. Charles in one day. The number was said to have been 
equaled that for many days together.ò33 Between 1815 and 1820 the population of the territory doubled. 
Land prices rose. One settler reported that three years earlier he paid 10 cents an acre for his land, but the 

previous summer he had been offered $8.00 an acre.34 
 
Why did the early pioneers seek out what would become known as the Missouri Territory in the 1790s? A 
primary reason was the desire that Daniel Boone expressedéto live where there was plenty of room. For 
Boone, Kentucky was becoming crowded when the population surged to about 12,000 in 1785. Those who 
shared Booneôs vision first fled to the old Northwest Territoryðthe land west of Pennsylvania, northwest of 
the Ohio River, and south of the Great Lakes but east of the Mississippi River. However, the federal 
government enacted the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 which, among other provisions, disallowed slavery 
in the territory. Consequently, many settlers from Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina, all of 
which had excellent river connections to the Missouri Territory, turned from the Northwest to what would 
become Missouri Territory where they could continue to hold on to their slaves. In an 1820 census, slaves 

made up one-tenth of the population.35 
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Another reason stemmed from Spainôs fear of an attack upon what was then known as the Upper Louisiana 
Territory by Great Britain who could send its soldiers down from Canada. To alleviate its fear, Spain induced 
settlers to come by granting land freely with reduced fees for surveys, office expense, and taxes. The 
population of the area increased five-fold from 1785-1803.  
 
A final reason was the federal governmentôs Louisiana Purchase in April 1803. Immigrating to the Louisiana 
Territory when the area was controlled by Spain had been immigrating to a foreign country. The purchase, 
however, brought the protection of the United States government; this status alone increased the population 
to 25,000. Within ten years the character of what became known as the Missouri Territory changed. Where 
it had once been French and then Spanish, the territory took on an American character with people arriving 
from the south and even New York and Pennsylvania. At first these pioneers huddled along the western 
edge of the Mississippi River, but then moved into the interior. In 1804 the St. Charles district was formed. 
By 1816 seven counties had emerged; by 1830, twenty-four new ones had been organized. 

 
The greatest lure to the Missouri Territory was the promise (or hope) of easy acquisition of valuable land. 
That promise faded often once the settlers reached the territory. Difficulties surfaced for several reasons. 
Often claims were soldðand then re-sold- without clear titles. These transactions began in 1798-1799 
when Delarsus, the Spanish governor, granted tracts of thousands of acres, ofttimes to relatives, without 
any legal documentation of the transactions. Finally, in 1805 after the Louisiana Purchase, the federal 
government established a board of commissioners to adjudicate land titles for the Missouri Territory. In the 
meantime, former French settlers sold their claims to speculators for nominal sums while simultaneously 
petitioning the federal government for settlements. These disputes were particularly flagrant with the influx 
between 1815 and 1819 of new settlers and speculators. 
 
A second complication came with the New Madrid land certificates. These were issued as a government 
response to the earthquakes of 1811-1812 which left many in the New Madrid area homeless. Those whose 
land was ruined, under the provisions, could re-locate free of charge onto public lands elsewhere in the 
Missouri Territory. Later court records reveal that five times as many New Madrid claims were made as 
there were heads of families or single men in the county at the time. 

 
A third complication arose when settlers claimed public lands. Settlers poured in faster than the land could 
sustain. These lands were to have been held in reserve, but eventually the settlers wanted the right of pre-
emption (right to buy because the settler occupied the land) before they were opened to the public in 1819.  

 
Immediately after the War of 1812 ended, not much would have enticed people from New England or the 
Middle Atlantic states to migrate to the Missouri Territory since vast stretches of vacant or sparsely 
populated lands lay between those regions and the Mississippi. 36 So why did Moses Robbins emigrate 
from Butler County, Pennsylvania to St. Charles in the Missouri Territory? 
 

Moses and Abigail Robbins did move their family to St. Charles County, Missouri. Land 
records for Moses Robbins and Thaddeus C. Robbins for transactions in 1816 in the 
county are a matter of record37. Missouri Enumeration for 1817 places Moses in Portage 
des Sioux, St. Charles, MO. Elijah Mallerson appeared in the identical enumeration and 
location. Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallerson had one female child under 14; most likely 
their daughter, Amy, who was born about 1817 in Missouri. Elijah appeared next in 
Missouri 1819 Enumeration with a second daughter, most likely Lucinda, who was born 
about March 1819 in Missouri. Did Elijah, together with Merinda, travel with the Robbinsô 
family to Missouri Territory? It is likely but not documented. Did Elijah and Merinda marry 
in St. Charles? It is possible, but so is a marriage in Butler, Pennsylvania. Their marriage 
also is undocumented. 
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Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallerson in Missouri 
Elijah Mallerson apparently owned 300 acres of land in Butler, PA, as did his father, Thomas, because both 
are named in a notice appearing in 1818 of unpaid taxes in which the treasurer of Allegheny County 
expected the taxes from 1816 to be paid or the land would be sold.  
 
A curious transaction involving Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallerson transpired on August 22, 1817 when 
Elijah and Merinda sold 100 acres of land to Moses Robbins that they had purchased from Richard Ripley 
a week earlier on August 13, 1817. No record exists that identifies other land purchased by them. Where 
Elijah and Merinda lived remains a mystery. 
 
The only other early transaction for Elijah and Merinda Robins/Mallerson was when they inherited land from 
Moses Robbins, her father, as described in Moses Robbinsô estate papers of October 1818: 
 
ñéI have deeded to my eldest son Thaddeus C. Robbins the First lot and of one hundred arpens on the 
Northardly lands of a new Maddred (Madrid) Claim that I bought of Col. Easton of six hundred and forty 
acres located on the prara (prairie) Bounded on the East on a confirmed tract to Thomas Gwin, assignee 
of Anthony Barada, and the secondé.And the seventh and the last on the southéI have deeded to my 
son-in-law, Elijah Mallerson and my Daughter Merinda his wife fifty roads (rods?) wide and one hundres 
(sic) sixty longé38 

 
Elijah Mallersonôs name, however, did appear frequently in the Circuit Court Records--- 

¶ In 1822, in Richey v Mallerson, John Richey appealed to the Justice of the Peace regarding a debt 
owed by Elijah. 

 

¶ In 1835, in State of Missouri v Mallerson, the state filed assault charges with intent to kill against 
Elijah; victim was Alexander McDonald 

 

¶ Later in 1835, in McDonald v Mallerson, Alexander sued Elijah for assault and battery damages 
amounting to $500. 

 

¶ In 1838, in Mallerson v Tumey, Elijah appealed a judgment of $33 for the óseason of two maresô 
and óone cow killed in the night.ô 

 

¶ In 1839, in Mallerson v Long, Elijah sued John Long for financial bond debt of $68.24. 
In 1840, in the State of Missouri v Elijah Mallerson, the state charged Elijah with felonious malice and 
premeditative murder of Samuel L. Holmes. Elijah was found guilty of murder and sentenced to four years 
in the Missouri State Penitentiary. He appealed to the Missouri Supreme Court. No document has been 
found for the result of the appeal. 
 
Two additional circuit court records appeared after this episode, suggesting that Elijah did not go to prison: 
 

¶ In 1842, in County of St. Charles v Mallerson, the county sued Elijah for $500 financial debt. 
 

¶ In 1845, in Leonard v Mallerson, damages for $500. 

 
With this entry, the records go silent. Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallerson did not appear in any additional 
U.S. Census records, in cemetery records, in obituaries. Both did have baptisms and membership records 
with the Presbyterian Church of St. Charles: 
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Franklin Gazette March 24, 1818 

Philadelphia, PA 
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Presbyterian Church of St. Charles MO Information 
Elijah Mallarson 
Membership No. 91 
Male No, 33 
Received April 8, 1832 
Examined No. 42 
Baptized No. 17 
Suspended 1 Oct 1834 
Minister: Mr. Douglas 
 
Presbyterian Church of St. Charles MO Information 
Mirinda (Mallarson), his wife 
Membership No. 92 
Female No, 58 
Received April 8, 1832 
Examined No. 43 
Baptized No. 18 
Suspended 1 Oct 1834 
 

Merinda Robins Mallersonôs name did appear posthumously in Rock Island, IL newspapers. In 1871 her 
name appeared in a court record along with the name of her sister-in-law, Elizabeth Mittelbarger Robbins, 
widow of Welcome A., in a partition of Welcomeôs estate. 

Missouri and Illinois Temperance Herald 
St, Louis, Missouri   

October 1, 1841, Page 3 



 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As best determined, Merinda Robins Mallerson died about 1869 in Rock Island. Her will was probated May 
29, 1874 in Rock Island. From Welcome Robbinsô partition and Merinda Robins Mallersonôs will, something 
about her relationship with her daughter, Francis Mallerson, and Francisô family was revealed. 

 
Merinda Robins Mallerson and Frederick Henry Ficken aka Henry J Ficken 

In 1870, Nicolas and Francis Mallerson Ficken were living in Buffalo Prairie, Rock Island, Illinois. They had two 
children living with them at that time--Frederick. age 17, and Marinda, age 5. The family resided in the same location 
in 1860 when, at that time, a daughter, Amy, age 9, was living with them. A fourth child, supposedly Rosanna Ellen, 
which was the couples' first child, was born February 3, 1849. The couple was married in St Louis about September 
18, 1747. They apparently divorced about 1874 in Rock Island. 
 
Why Marinda/Merinda Robins Mallerson left her estate to Frederick is a mystery. This we know-- 

¶ An inventory of the estate was first filed on September 19, 1870 

¶ The inventory included 

1.1. 45 acres of land in St Charles, MO valued at $1400 

1.2. $500 cash received 

1.3. On May 29, 1874, John Boyer, Guardian, reported to the court that Fredeick had reached the age                  
of his majority. John's guardianship was closed. 

1.4. On December 24, 1869, John Boyer was approved by the Rock Island court to be Frederick 
Ficken's guardian. This was approximate date of Merinda's death. 

1.5. Frederick was 16 years old on February 3, 1868 when John Boyer applied to be his guardian. 
Details of the application included: 

1.5.1. Frederick had a living father 

1.5.2. Frederick had real and personal property accounts as cash-$500 and real estate valeat $500-800. 

1.5.3. Frederick was listed as the son of Mrs. Francis Ficken 

1.5.4. Frederick requested that he, being 17 years old, have John A. Boyer serve as his guardian even 
though his father lived in the state. 

 
Three of Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallersonôs other children are buried in the Robbinôs Family Tomb in 
Oak Grove Cemetery in St. CharlesðAbigail, Walter, and Elias. All three died in the years immediately 
following Elijahôs murder conviction and appeal between 1838-1840. Elizabeth Shue, a granddaughter, was 
also buried in the tomb as was a grandson, William Mittleberger. While the tomb was built by Welcome A. 
and Frederick Robbins and dedicated to Moses and Abigail Robbins, for their sons, daughters, and 
grandchildren, only Merinda Robbins children and grandchildren are identified as buried there. Are 
Welcome A. Robbins (d 1868) and Frederick M. Robbins (d 1859) buried there as well? No cemetery 
records of any burial for them have been found. Are Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallerson buried there? 
Their burial sites, too, have not been found. 
 
And so, like the beginnings of Elijah and Merinda Robins Mallersonôs lives, their final years and resting 
places remain mysteries. 

The Rock Island Argus 
Rock Island, IL 
May 10, 1871 



 

20 
 

The Robbinsô family moved from Butler County, PA to St Charles County, Missouri 
Territory most likely in 1816, and most likely after the spring thaw of the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers. On July 15, 1815, a treaty was made at Portage des Sioux with the 
Indians that more-or-less ended the attacks on the settlements that had dominated the 
area.39 Afterwards, settlers poured in.40 The Robbinsô family might well have been a part 
of this movement. Missouri had a frontier population in 1815 of approximately 25,845. 
Some were Germans or Irish, and about twenty percent were French. By 1828, most of 
the settlers had emigrated from Kentucky and Tennessee.41 The Robbinsô family was one 
of the few Yankees families who came. While all sorts of people entered the Missouri 
Territory after 1815, they can be roughly grouped into three categories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hunters were the first because with the coming of settlers the wild animals 
disappeared. They would then move on. The second were the squatters who planned to 
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move on when the land was opened for settlement. Until that time they found refuge on 
public lands. Then there were those permanent settlers who expected to purchase the 
land from the government and establish a home with the anticipation that they would 
accumulate property and a life of economic security it would bring.42 With a deed dated 
June 2, 1816, Moses Robbins and Welcome A. Robbins jointly purchased from John 
Ritchy (sic) and Samantha Keeny Ritchy, his wife, a lot within the town of St Charles, 
bounded on the north by the commons, on the east by the Missouri River, on the south 
by Cross street. Consequently, Moses appeared on the 1816 Tax List for St Charles. 
Land had been purchased, the first piece of several. A home was built. The 1817 Census 
Enumeration 43  for Portage des Sioux, St Charles, identified Moses, Thaddeus, and 
Welcome A Robbins and Elijah Mallerson as living in the area. No Garvins were listed. 
However, in the 1819 Census Enumeration, two Gervin/Garvin males are listed--
Alexander and John.  
 
We do not know the route the Robbinsô family took from Pennsylvania to St Charles, 
Missouri Territory, or the length of time the trip took. We do not know if the family travelled 
together or with others, alone as a family, or separately as individuals. Many settlers from 
the eastern states travelled down the Ohio River to its confluence with the Mississippi and 
then north to St. Louis. This may or may not describe the travel of the Robbinsô family; it 
is simply a possibility. We do know the approximate age of each member of the family: 
 

¶ MosesðAge 49 

¶ AbigailðAge 49 

¶ Thaddeus C.ð29 

¶ Welcome A.ð25 

¶ MerindaðAge 22 

¶ Moses B.ðAge 19 

¶ Frederick M.ðAge 17 

¶ Thomas J.ðAge 15 

¶ ZeuriahðAge 12 

¶ Samuel H.ðAge 9 

¶ AbigailðAge 6 
 

Slavery and the Robinsô Family 
Contrary to the general knowledge, slavery did exist in the 17th and 18th Century Connecticut. The earliest 
enslaved were the natives. Eventually, they were replaced with African Negroes. In 1804, a vessel from 
Harford caried two hundred fifty Negroes to Charleston S.C. Captains from New Haven and New London 
were engaged in the traffic. Slaves made up for the shortage of laborers to settle the Connecticut colony. 
Almost fifty years earlier, in 1756, 3636 slaves were tallied in the local enumeration, one slave for every 
thirty-five Connecticut settlers. By 1800, the number of slaves had increased to 4330.44 The 1790 U.S. 
Census for Moses and Keziah Minor Robins in New London listed the following: 2 Males 16 and Over; 
4 Females; One Slave. Moses and Keziahôs children would have grown up understanding that Negroes 
could be slaves and, perhaps, slavery was necessary to increase the size of the labor pool. Moses (1767-
1818) would have been acquainted with slaves and slavery when he moved his family to Butler, 
Pennsylvania, were slavery was not permitted, and then on to Missouri Territory where families from 
Kentucky and Tennessee streamed in with their slaves. Moses (1767-1818) never owned slaves. Neither 
did his siblings. (NOTE: In the 1830 U.S. Census, Brintnal reported a free colored male living in the Robinsô 
household) . 
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Some of Mosesô (1767-1818) children, however, did own slaves when they lived in Missouri. In 1830, 
Welcome owned 1 Male slave under 10; 1 Male slave 10-23; 2 Male slaves 24-25; and 1 Female slave 10-
23. The same year Frederick owned three slaves. In 1840, Frederick owned 2 Male slaves 10-23 and in 
the 1852 Missouri census he owned 3 Male slaves and 2 Female slaves. Also, in that same census Thomas 
Jefferson reported owning 3 Male slaves and 4 Female slaves. While the Missouri Territory permitted 
slavery, the Missouri Compromise legalized slavery until the Missouri State Constitutional Convention 
officially emancipated Missouriôs slave on January 11, 1865. In Connecticut, however, by 1848 an act was 
passed emancipating all slaves in the colony and requiring all masters and towns to assume responsibility 
for any persons in need. There were but six slaves remaining at that time. 
 

Even after the family relocated to the Missouri Territory, Moses and Thaddeus continued 
to conduct business in Butler County, PA. The father and son applied for ownership of 
their Butler County land in July 1817. As required, both men had their land surveyed, the 
results of which were published on July 24, 1817. These transactions raised a question 
about Thaddeusôs residency in Pennsylvania. Was he residing in Pennsylvania or in the 
Territory of Missouri? 
 
With $1000 in his pocket and a note for $2000 in 1817 and a final $2000 in 1818 from the 
sale of his land in Butler County, and perhaps money from his portion of the value of the 
Robbinsô mill, Moses Robbinsô land purchases in St. Charles reveal the earliest 
documented date of his presence in the Missouri Territory. The following transaction 
occurred: 
 

¶ May 16, 1816ðMoses with Welcome and Thaddeus Robbins purchased 400 
arpens for $800 from Henry Hight and Ebenezer Ayres 

¶ June 23, 1816ðMoses and Welcome purchased a lot in St. Charles town for $120 
from John Richey and Samanthe (sic) Keeny Richey, his wife 

¶ October 28, 1816ðMoses and Thaddeus made two purchases from Matthew Kerr, 
both located in Portage des Sioux Township, one 200 arpens, the other 70 arpens, 
for $400 and $500 respectively. As a result of these purchases, Mosesô name 
appeared on the 1816 tax list for the county. 

 
Mosesô Robbinsô most extensive land purchase at this time was the 640 acres he bought 
from Rufus Easton & wife. 
 

The New Madrid Claim #2442 
Moses Robbins purchased by deed dated August 17, 1816 (Recorded Book ñDò. p. 352) 
from Rufus Easton & wife land in (Bayou of Big Lake, New Madrid County) St. Charles 
County, Territory of Missouri, containing six hundred and forty acres, a New Madrid Claim, 
Number 2442, originally granted to Ebazer (sic) Patterson. 
 
Rufus Easton was an attorney for Ebazer Patterson who filed a claim for him on October 
22, 1816, in order to take advantage of the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled An 
Act for the Relief of the Inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid in the Mississippi 
Territory who suffered by Earthquakes, approved February 17, 1815. In his petition, 
Ebazer claimed the right to locate 640 acres originally claimed by him and requested a 
survey of said land. 
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The Act of Congress 
That any person or persons owning lands in the county of New Madrid, in the Missouri territory, with the extent the said 
county had on the tenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and whose lands have been 
materially injured by earthquakes, shall be, and they hereby are authorized to locate the like quantity of land on any of 
the public lands of the said territory, the sale of which is authorized by law: Provided, That no person shall be permitted 
to locate a greater quantity of land under this act, than the quantity confirmed to him, except the owners of lots of ground 
or tracts of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who are hereby authorized to locate and obtain any 
quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, nor shall any person be entitled to locate more than six 
hundred and forty acres, nor shall any such location include any lead mine or salt spring: And provided also, That in 
every case where such location shall be made according to the provisions of this act, the title of the person or persons 
to the land injured as aforesaid, shall revert to, and become absolutely vested in, the United States. SEC. 2. And be it 
further enacted, That whenever it shall appear to the recorder of land titles for the territory of Missouri, by the oath or 
affirmation of a competent witness, or witnesses, that any person or persons are entitled to a tract or tracts of land 
under the provisions of this act, it shall be the duty of the said recorder to issue a certificate thereof to the claimant or 
claimants; and upon such certificate being issued, and the location made on the application of the claimants, by the 
principal deputy surveyor for said territory, or under his direction, whose duty it Feb. 17, 1815. Act of April 26,1822, ch. 
40. Lands granted to persons having lands in the county of New Madrid, which were injured by earthquakes, on the 
10th Nov., 1812. (a) The holder of a New Madrid certificate had a right to locate it on "public lands which had been 
authorized to be sold." As it was located on lands reserved from sale at the time of the issuingé. 
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To William Rector, Esqôr 
Surveyor of the Lands of the U States 
Of Illinois and Missouri Territories 
 
Sir 
Take notice that pursuant to the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled ñAn Act for the relief of the 
inhabitants of the Late County of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory who suffered by Earthquakesò, 
approved February 17, 1815,--I claim the right to locate six hundred and forty acres of land, mentioned in 
the certificate to you produced, being issued by the Recorder of Land Titles for said Territory pursuant to 
the provisions of said act of a tract of 640 acres of land, originally claimed by and confirmed to Eleaser (sic) 
Patterson, which said right of land mentioned in said certificate, we request you to locate and survey as 
follows, to witðBeginning at a stake in the line of Warner Gilbertôs survey, situate in the county of St 

Claim Filed by Ebazer Patterson 
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Charles, on the north side of the Missouri river, at a prairie 37 arpens from the said river Missouri, above 
James Ferris, so called on said river, and from the said beginning running N 45 degrees W 160 poles to a 
stake in the prairie, thence S45W640 poles, to a stake, thence S45160 poles to a stake in Pettitôs line, 
thence with the lines of the lands claimed in the names of Gilbert, Piper, Griffin, Davis & Pettit, N45E 640 
poles to the beginning. Or if you do not feel authorized to survey the tract of land, and make the location in 
that form, then, to being the Survey 37 arpens from the Missouri River, at a stake, and running thence 
N45W320 poles, thence S45W320 poles, thence S45E320 poles to a stake, thence N45E320 poles to the 
beginning. 

Dated the 22d day of October 1816 
Rufus Easton, assignee agent & 

Attorney of the said Eleazer (sic) Patterson. 
 
 

To William Rector Esq: 
Surveyor of the Public Lands 
For the Territories of Illinois & Missouri 
 
Sir, 
I hereby withdraw the location made by me on the 22nd October 1816, under the Recorderôs certificate 
issued to Elezaer (sic) Patterson for 640 acres of land, according to the provisions of the act of February 
17, 1815, and request to have the location and survey made under the same as follows, to wit: on a tract 
of land situate in the point, so called, between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, in the prairie back of the 
tracts of James Piper, George Spencer and Thomas Given, assignee of Antoine Barada, situate in county 
of St Charles, in the Township of Portage des Sioux, and beginning at a stake and mound on the northwest 
line of the tract of land confirmed to the said Thomas Given, assignee of A. Barada, thence North 51 ½ 
East (following said line 31 chains to a corner thereof), 80 chains in the whole on that course, thence North 
38 ½ West- 80 Chains, thence South 51 ½ West, 80 chains, thence South 38 1.2 East, 80 chains to the 
beginning, and to contain the exact quantity of 640 acres, in the form of a square as aforesaid. 
 
Dated the 6th January 1818                                                                         Rufus Easton 
 
RG 951ðNew Madrid Certificates--#99, Box 1, Folder 100ðEleazar (sic) Patterson. Missouri State 
Archives. SCCHS, St Charles, St Charles, MO.                          
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Survey No 2442 Certificate No 99 
February 14, 1819 

John Evans, Deputy Surveyor 
Surveyed for Eliazer Patterson or his legal representatives 640 acres of land, Class A, 228 Certificate No 
99, in the point between Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, beginning at a stone on the Northwest line of a 
tract of land confirmed to Thomas Garvin, asset of Antoine Barada Sheuec (?) A 51 !/2 E, with a line thereof 
31 ? :L to a corner thereof 8000L. Set a stone corner thereof 8000 L Set a stone cor (sic) to said survey 
there on A 38 İ W 8000 L cost and mound cor to said survey landé..  

 
 

Survey of Ebazar Patterson's Land 
Between the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 
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Eazer (sic) Patterson chose land within the township of Portage des Sioux, St, Charles County, Territory 
of Missouri and filed for it on January 6, 1818.  His lawyer, Rufus Easton, so filed.      
 
Received from Thomas Carroll for 640 acres of land in the county of St Charles Mo, New Madrid 
Certificate No 2442 
(from Estate-Moses Robins died 1818) 
Inventory January 9, 1830 
Robt Foster JP 
E Mallerson       
 

Prospect K Robbins presented his claim against Moses Robbins estate for $27.00 for 
surveying and laying a new Madrid claim, one is an oblong form and once in a square 
form. 

August 2nd 1825                          
 

 
In his will, Moses Robbins divided among his children the following: 

1. One hundred arpens on the northwardly lands of a new madrid (sic) claim that he 
bought of Col. Easton of six hundred and forty acres located on the prarae (sic) 
Bounded on the East on a confirmed tract to Thomas Gwin, assigned of Antoine 
Barada,to Thaddeus C. Robbins 

2. The second lot to my son Welcome A. Robbins  
3. And the third (lot) Moses B Robbins  
4. And the seventh and last on the south east corner of the tract I have deeded to 

my son in law Eljah Mallerson and my daughter Melinda his wife fifty rods wide 
and one hundred and thirty long 

5. And to my son Frederick M. Robbins I give the fifth lot 
6. éthe fourth lot I have on fitty seven rods wide that I preserve to my self and wife 

so long as we live and then to go to my son Samuel H. Robbins with all the 
improvements and tenements thereon at our deaths 

7. And the sixth lot I give to my son Thomas J. Robbins 

8. The fifth and sixth lots are forty two and a half rods wide and one mile long my 
daughter Zurviah I give the westerly half of the seventh lot easterly half I deeded 
to my daughter Merinda and Elijah Mallerson her husband. 

9. Another daughter Abigail is to have a much property at the age of eighteen as 
will make equal with Merinda and Zuriah 

  
  

February 27, 1833 

Indenture between Walter Phillips and Zuriah his wife and Elijah Mallerson in 
consideration of $130 sold the following: 
 
The one individual half of a tract of land, the other individual half belongs already to Elijah 
Mallerson. This tract is located in St Charles County, about nine miles below the town, 
and contains about one hundred and fifteen acres, bounded on the northeast by a part of 
the same original tract which now belongs to Moses B Robbins, on the south west by 
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another part of the said tract which now belongs to Frederick M Robbins, on the front by 
the land owned by the Spencersô heirs and public land, and in the rear by public land. 
This tract of land to be sold is a part of a larger tract of land measuring 640 acres, being 
New Madrid Claim No. 325, originally granted to Eleazer Patterson, by him sold to Rufus 
Easton, and by Rufus Eason to Moses Robbins deceased and said part by an order of 
the Present Court of St Charles County, sold by Ebenezer D. Ayres, Osburn Knott, and 
Simeon Rice, commissioners, to make partition to said Phillips and Mallerson during the 
November term of the County Court in 1832. This tract is the same one which includes 
the dwelling house formerly occupied by Moses Robbins deceased. And Phillips and his 
wife do warrant the letter of undivided half to Elijah Mallerson, free from lawful claims.                         
 
Moses Robbins continued to build his assets in 1817. On January 24, he applied for a 
brand whereby he could mark his cattle, hogs, and sheep. Because he had sold all his 
livestock along with the 1000 acres in Butler, Pennsylvania, he had been replenishing 
since he arrived the preceding spring. 
 
By the fall of that year, he appeared to have established himselfðland purchased, 
livestock replenished, and most likely a dwelling erected. 
 
 

Application for a Brand--Moses Robbins 
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Unfortunately, Moses Robbins died September 23, 1818, a little more than two years after 
the family arrived in the Missouri Territory. We do not know what happened. His death 
did not appear to be unexpected since he began to arrange for it. In early 1818, Moses 
conveyed to several of his children separate tracts of land from the 640 acres he had 
purchased from Eleezer (sic) Patterson in 1816. He kept 115 acres of this land, upon 
which his house stood, for his purpose and Abigailôs for as long as they should live. After 
their deaths, the land was to transfer to Samuel H. Robbins. Moses also wrote a will in 
early 1818, naming Abigail Cook Robbins/Robbins and Thaddeus C. Robbins to serve 
equally as executors. He seemed to have anticipated his death even though he was just 
fifty-one years old.  
 
The exact location of Moses Robbinsô grave is unknown. He may simply have been buried 
on his farm of 115 acres. Black Walnut Cemetery, associated with the Robbinsô family, 
was created when Moses B. and Mary Best Robbins deeded over on July 28, 1826 one 
acre of land that they had lived on to Portage des Sioux for a church and cemetery. 
However, Mosesô widow, Abigail Cook Robbins, was still alive in 1826 and presumably 
lived on the 115 acres as provided by her husband. Furthermore, Thaddeus C. Robbins 
died in 1823, before his mother died. Where was he buried? Samuel H. Robbins died 
June 12, 1826. Where was he buried? One listing of those buried in the Black Walnut 
Cemetery placed Moses Robbinsô grave 10 feet left of Harriet Spenser. However, the 
same reference gave Mosesô death date as 1810, an error. The obelisk that Zueriah 
Robins Phillips Boyer installed on October 24, 1875 in the Black Walnut Cemetery was 
inscribed with the names of her mother and brothers Samuel and Thaddeus. Not Moses, 
her father. Is the obelisk a memorial or a tombstone?  

 
As his widow and executor of his estate, Abigail Cook Robbins appointed Thaddeus C. 
Robbins, the other executor of Mosesô estate, as her true and lawful attorney. Thaddeus 
could represent Abigailôs interests and sign her name to deeds and to other instruments 
in writing. She dated this appointed on October 31, 1818. She also had to ask the court 
to appoint guardians for her minor children. The court issued its ruling on November 23, 
1818 as follows: 
  

¶ Stephen Best, guardian of Frederick M. Robbins, age 18 

¶ Stephen Best, guardian of Thomas J. Robbins, age 16 

¶ John Thompson, guardian of Zeuriah Robbins, age 14 

¶ Abigail Cook Robbins, guardian of Samuel H. Robbins, age 4 (Sic--Incorrect. 
Samuel is age 11) 

¶ Abigail Cook Robbins, guardian of Abigail Robbins, age 945 
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from Partition 115 Acres May 1832 
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Will--Moses Robbins Page 1 September 1818 
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Will--Moses Robbins Page 2 September 1818 


