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By Linda Cornforth Rainey 

 

The following history leads to Robert Cornforth and Mary Magdaline Smith Cornforth, 

parents of their four children buried in Black Walnut Cemetery, St. Charles, Missouri. It 

includes the Cornforth and Smith family lines. Robert and Mary are my 2nd great-

grandparents. My information is to the left and my granddaughter to the right in case 

anyone would need to contact us. 

Linda Cornforth Rainey                                                                                   Mrs. Ericka Ladish 

9575 S. Pennsylvania Ave.                                                                 10225 W. Forrest Hills Rd. 

Guthrie, OK 73044                                                                               Guthrie, Oklahoma 73044 

lcrainey63@aol.com                  Econaway23@gmail. com 

(405) 323-5487                                                                                                        (405) 765-8910                                                                                     

 

My aunt and uncle, Ethel Lois and James O. Cornforth of Pomona, California traveled to 

England in 1979 where our Cornforth’s originated from Fryup Dales, North Yorkshire, 

England. Throughout the next 5 or so years, they made yearly trips to Guilford, Dearborn 

County, Indiana; Portage Des Sioux, St. Charles County, Missouri; and Hoyt, Jackson 

County, Kansas. E.L. and J.O. put all the information in a book with our Cornforth family 

traced back to Robert Cornforth (1671-1720) and Esther Knaggs (1680-died before 1760). 

We are forever grateful for the work they did to provide this information to our Cornforth 

family. 

The history begins with the following information taken from History of Dearborn and 

Ohio Counties of Indiana 1885. The book has been reproduced and can be purchased 

through the internet. 

“John Collier, a native of England, in 1817 came to America on a prospecting tour and to 

visit this country. He with a fellow traveler walked over the mountains to Pittsburg and 

from thence proceeded by skiff to Lawrenceburg, Indiana. The same year he returned to 

his native country, walking the entire distance from Tanner’s Creek to Philadelphia. On 

his return to England, he married Jane Hodgson. In 1819, a colony, composed in part of 

John’s two sisters and their families, namely, Ann Collier Hansell and Jane Collier 

Cornforth, the Chapilows, the Clarks, the Linuses, John Gatenby and an addition of 

several single men returned to this country. These were all of one neighborhood. They 

landed in Lawrenceburg in the autumn of 1819. The Hansell family settled on the west 

side of the north fork of Tanner’s Creek about one and one-half miles above the village of 

Guilford.”  

(p. 461) 
 

These families left Liverpool, Lancashire, England on the ship “Clio” and arrived in 

Philadelphia on August 27, 1819.  
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This is the lineage of this Cornforth Line 
 

Robert Cornforth (1671-1719) and Esther Knaggs (1680 and died before 1760) 

John Cornforth (1712-1783) and Mary Borrough (1718-1777)  

Robert Cornforth (1740-1812) and Ann Lewis (1742-1827) 

 

            This is the Cornforth family who came to Indiana in 1819 

Robert Cornforth (1779-1835) and Jane Collier (1781-1855) 
 

Robert is the son of Robert and Ann Lewis Cornforth. Robert was born in 1779 in North 

Yorkshire, England and died in Guilford, Dearborn County, Indiana on August 

18, 1835; he was 56. He is buried in 18 A of West Fork (of Tanner’s Creek) Cemetery, 

Guilford, Indiana. Occupation: Farmer. Religion: Methodist. 
                 
On August 30, 1804, when he was 24, he married Jane Collier, daughter of John Collier 

and Jane Moon, in Danby, North Yorkshire, England by Rev. D. D. Duck. It was her 

brother John Collier who made the prospecting tour to America. 
                   
Jane was born in 1781 in Glaisdale, North Yorkshire and was christened in August 1782 

in Glaisdale, North Yorkshire. She died in Guilford, Dearborn County, Indiana on 

September 4, 1855; she was 74. She is buried in West Fork Cemetery near Guilford, 

Indiana. Occupation: Housewife. 

 

Robert and Jane had the following children while still in England: 
 

1. Jane Cornforth (1805-1864)  

2. Robert Cornforth (1st) (1807-1812) This Robert was 5 when he died of 

diphtheria. 

3. Mary Ann Cornforth (1810-1879)  

4. John Cornforth (1812-1884)  

5. Hannah Cornforth (1815-1874)  
6. Robert Cornforth 2nd (1817-1873)  

 

It needs to be noted that the lineage of the Cornforth’s has been corrected. There are a 

LOT of Cornforth family trees with incorrect names and dates on Ancestry. Our family 

has spent much time in 2024 confirming the correct information and documents to 

correct our tree. We have not put it on Ancestry or the internet and won’t for some 

time. Anyone seeing this may use it to fill out your own Cornforth family tree. 



Robert and Jane left their homeland and arrived in Philadelphia aboard the ship “Clio” 

on 27 August 1819. Their children were: Jane 14, Mary Ann 9, John almost 7, Hannah 4, 

and Robert, 2. The family then traveled to a Methodist community established by their 

Yorkshire countrymen near Guilford, Dearborn County, Indiana. This is where Robert 

and Jane owned property, lived, reared their family, and died.  
 

Robert and Jane Collier Cornforth added the following children after their arrival: 
 

7. Elizabeth “Betsy” Cornforth -- (1821-1895) 

8. Sarah Tamson Cornforth -- (1823-1863) 

9. William C. Cornforth -- (1827-1897)            

      

6. Robert Cornforth (1817-1873) 1st married Mary Magdaline Smith (1824-1867) 
 

Robert was born July 15, 1817, in Fryup, North Yorkshire, England. Robert was 2 years 

old when he arrived in America with his parents on August 27, 1819. Robert 

grew up in Indiana. He died near Hoyt, Kansas on January 6, 1873; he was 55. He is buried 

in Steward Cemetery, Douglass Township, Jackson County, Kansas. 

 

 

On April 1, 1846, when Robert was 28, he first 

married Mary Magdaline Smith, by W. J. 

Fleming, Methodist Minister. She was born ca. 

1824 in Dillsboro, Indiana and she died in 

April 1867 in Jackson County, near Hoyt, 

Kansas. She was 43. She was buried in 

Steward Cemetery, Douglas Township, 

Jackson County, Kansas.  
  

              

The first land records of Robert that we found were in St. Charles County, Missouri 

where he was buying land from Frances Hansell on March 1, 1854. This property was 

between the Mississippi River and Missouri River. Port Des Sioux was the address on 

the 1860 U.S. Census. He later bought land in Jackson County, Kansas on September 

28, 1864, in the very southeast corner of Jackson County. This research of Robert 

Cornforth and his family has been an adventure and delight for us. We have followed 

him literally from his birthplace in England to his final resting place in Kansas. We 

visited Fryup, England in 1979, researched in Indiana, Missouri, and Kansas from 

1981-1985. 

                                    . . . Ethel Lois and Jim Cornforth 



Robert Cornforth and Mary Magdaline Smith had the following ten children: 
 

1. Richard S. Cornforth (1847-1849)  
     Richard was born May 16, 1847, St. Charles County, Missouri.  

     He died on March 18, 1849, and is buried in Black Walnut 

     Cemetery, Missouri. 

       
 

2. John Cornforth (1848-) and Susan Foster 

 

     John was born in 1848 in St. Charles County, Missouri and died in Dearborn 

     County, Sparta Township, Indiana in 1891 of tuberculosis. Buried in Concord 

     Cemetery, Sparta Township, Dearborn County, Indiana. 

 

John Cornforth and Susan Foster had the following six children: 
 

1. Willie Cornforth (1879-) Born December 1879 in Indiana. 
 

2. Mattie Cornforth (1881-1909) Born on November 17, 1881, in Indiana and 

                   died in Dearborn County, Indiana on July 14, 1909; she was 27. Buried in 

                   Concord Cemetery. She married Robert M. Morrell. There is a very large 

                   Morrell or Norrell tombstone in the same briar patch cemetery as John 

                   Cornforth, Concord Cemetery. 

 

The cemetery records show that he was born May 16, 1845, but 

it probably should be 1847 since his parents’ marriage was in 

1846. We attempted to visit this cemetery, but at the time both 

the Mississippi River and Missouri River were flooding.     

                             Ethel Lois and Jim Cornforth 
 

Research: Cemetery records in St. Charles County, Missouri.  - 

E.L.C. 
             

 

 

John and all his children are buried in the Concord Cemetery, southeast of 

Chesterville, Indiana (NE ¼ Section 36 Sparta Township). The only death date 

given was for Mattie who died on July 14, 1909. When you approach the cemetery, 

it looks quite small with a large clump of trees and brier bushes in the background. 

After going into this mess of briars and trees, we found the beautiful tombstones 

for this family. Some dates were completed, some not. The briars were so thick that 

we came out looking like we had been in a catfight with scratches all over our arms 

and legs.   

                            – Ethel Lois and Jim Cornforth, October 1983 

 

Susan’s tombstone was with the family but no birth or death date on it. As our 

family remembered Aunt Sue, she was a character--always ready for a joke or fun!           

 



3. Foster Cornforth (1883-) Born in December 1883. 
 

4.  Anna Cornforth (1886-) Born in April 1886. 
 

5.  Charley Cornforth (1889-) Born in February 1889. It was reported by 

                    Nellie Cornforth Grams (daughter of Oliver Smith Cornforth) that Charley 

                   had very beautiful blond hair.   E.L.C. 
 

6. Kathie Cornforth (?-?) Nellie Cornforth Grams said her cousin 

                   was Kathie, the daughter of John/Sue Cornforth. She was buried 

                   in the same plot as her family and her name was Wofford. 
 

                   Research U.S. Census, Indiana, 1900: all children found in the census. 

- E.L.C. 

 

3. William Cornforth (1850-1852)  

     William was born on June 2, 1850, in St. Charles County, Missouri 
     and died in St. Charles County, Missouri on January 9, 1852; he 
     was 1. Buried in Black Walnut Cemetery, St. Charles, Missouri. 
        
        
 

4. C. Henry Cornforth (1852-1853)    

     C. Henry was born on April 29, 1852, in St. Charles County, 
     Missouri and died in St. Charles County, Missouri on August 15,  
     1853; he was 1. Buried in Black Walnut Cemetery, St. Charles,  
     Missouri. 
       
       
 
  

5. Mary Magdaline Cornforth (1855-1917) and John Henry Chubb (1857-1943) 
 

     Mary was born on July 28, 1855, in St. Charles County, Missouri and died in Glenn  

     Ellen, Sonoma County, California on September 17, 1917; she was 62. She is buried in 

     Chicago Park, Placer County, California. Occupation: Housewife. 
                                              
     On September 5, 1881, when she was 26, she married John Henry Chubb, son of Jacob 

     Chubb (-February 23, 1907) and Mary Magdalene Sheett, in Meriden, Jefferson 

     County, Kansas. John Henry was born on July 30, 1857, in Halifax, Dauphin County, 

     Pennsylvania and died in Berkeley, California on December 3, 1943; he was 86 



   He is buried in Chicago Park, Placer 

   County, California. 

 

 

    

Mary Magdaline Cornforth and John Henry Chubb had the following two children: 
 

           1.  Phillip Henry Chubb (1883-1979) and Gertrude Charlotte Darrow 
 

    Phillip was born on October 27, 1883, in Meriden, Jefferson County, 
                 Kansas and died in Marysville, Yuba County, California on September 20, 
                 1979; he was 95. Buried in Berkeley, Alameda County, California. 
                 Occupation: Engineer. Education: University of California Berkeley. 
                 Religion: Baptist. 
 

                 On December 24, 1910, when he was 27, he married Gertrude, daughter 
                 of Frank Loomis Darrow, in Berkeley, Alameda County, California. 
                 Gertrude was born on April 21, 1879, in Buffalo, New York and died in 
                 Berkeley, Alameda County, California on June 21, 1963; she was 84. 
                 Buried in Berkeley, Alameda County, California. Occupation: Teacher. 
 

                 Phillip Henry Chubb and Gertrude Charlotte Darrow had one child: 
      

1. Phillip Darrow Chubb 
 
6. Jane Cornforth (1857-) and George W. Case (1856-) 
      
     Jane was born in 1857 in St. Charles County, Missouri. On June 18, 1878. When she 

     was 21, she married George W. Case in Shawnee County, Kansas. He was born in 

     October 1856 in Illinois and (probably) died in Nebraska between 1900-1910. 
          
               Jane Cornforth and George W. Case had the following one 7th generation child: 

 

                    1.  Laura Mae Case (1879-1931)  
     
                          Laura was born in October 1879 in Jackson County, Kansas and died in 

                          1931; she was 51. Buried in Lecompton, Douglas County, Kansas.  
 

                         Laura Mae married James McClanahan. He was born on October 15, 1872,  

                         and died on September 28, 1954. Buried Lecompton, Douglas County,  

                         Kansas. 
 

                         Laura Mae Case and James McClanahan had the following one, 8th  

                        generation child: 
 

         1. Blanche McClanahan (1899-) Born in August 1899. Her birth was  

                                    established by 1900 U.S. Census, Shawnee, Kansas. 

Oral history is that this couple 
left Kansas for California for a 
better climate because of the 
windy Plains! 
 
 



7.   Oliver Smith Cornforth (1858-1932) Mary Jane Duncan (1858-1941) 
 

       Oliver was born on October 9, 1858, in St. Charles County, Missouri. He died in   

       Edmond, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma on May 5, 1932; he was 73. He is buried 

       in Navina- Fairview Cemetery Logan County, Oklahoma. Occupation: Farmer.  
       Religion: Methodist. 
      
      On March 11, 1882, when Oliver Smith was 23, he married Mary Jane “Jennie”  
      Duncan. She was born on December 24, 1858, in Meriden, Jefferson County, Kansas.  
      Mary Jane “Jennie” died in Guthrie, Oklahoma on October 10, 1941; she was 82.   
      Buried in Navina, Fairview Cemetery, Logan County, Oklahoma. Occupation:  
      Housewife. 
 

Oliver Smith Cornforth and Mary Jane Duncan had the following six children: 
 

                 1. William Robert Cornforth (1883-1974) 
                  2. Charles Richard Cornforth (1885-1976)      

     3. Nellie Cornforth (1888-1979) 
     4. Elizabeth Hester “Bessie” Cornforth (1892-1894) 

                  5. Oliver Duncan Cornforth (1894-1952) 
                  6. John Louis Cornforth (1897-1979 
 
 
8. Robert Lincoln “Lincoln” Cornforth (1860-1947) 
 

       

      Lincoln was born on July 15, 1860, in  

      St.  Charles County, Missouri. He died  

      in Seward, Logan County, Oklahoma on April 7, 1947; he was 86.  

      Occupation: Farmer. Never married. No children. Lincoln is buried  

      in Seward Cemetery, Logan County, Oklahoma. Years later, Ethel  

      Lois and Jimmie Cornforth placed a headstone at his grave because  

      he never had one. 

Oral history states that Lincoln would come to Oklahoma and stay a while and help 

on the farm. Lincoln and Oliver Smith would get into spats and Lincoln would return 

to Kansas where he lived with other Cornforth members (half-sister Emma). 

 

My (Linda Rainey) parents and I were living on the home place in 1946. There was a  

wood stove in the dining room that was used to heat the whole house. I was less than 

two years old, so my parents placed a “fence” around the stove so I would not get too 

close to the hot stove. I vividly remember seeing Lincoln sitting in a chair towards the 

side of the stove with his hands in his winter jacket getting warm. For a young child 

(2-ish), I don’t remember being afraid of this large man. 

?? 

Oliver Smith Cornforth is 

my great-grandfather, and 

my grandfather is Charles 

Richard Cornforth. My 

father is Richard Duncan 

Cornforth. I grew up on 

Oliver and Mary Jane’s 

farm in Oklahoma and we 

now own it. The land will be 

passed on to our 

grandchildren. 

Linda Cornforth Rainey 



 

9. Infant daughter (1863-1863) 
      

 

This infant daughter was born on February 12, 1863, and died the 

same day. This is a child that our family was not aware of until  

we came upon an Ancestry tree for Robert and Mary Magdaline 

Cornforth’s four deceased children buried in Black Walnut 

Cemetery. This cemetery has been restored and was given much 

love and attention to this family and others. Thank you so much! 

 

            

 

10. Charles Wesley Cornforth (1867-1941) and Agnes Mae Saunders 

     (1873-1918) 
 

       Charles Wesley was born on April 3, 1867, in Holton, Jackson County, Kansas. His  

       mother died at his birth. He died in Kansas City, Missouri on February 4, 1941; he was  

       73. Buried in Elm Grove Cemetery, Comanche County, Oklahoma. Occupation:  

       Farmer.  
 

       On February 14, 1892, when Charles Wesley was 24, he married Agnes Mae Saunders 

       in Meriden, Jefferson County, Kansas. She was born on April 27, 1873, in Jefferson 

       County, Kansas. Agnes Mae died in North Lawton, Comanche County, Oklahoma on 

       May 18, 1918; she was 45. Buried on May 21, 1918, in Elm Grove Cemetery, Geronimo, 

       Comanche County, Oklahoma. 
 

Charles Wesley Cornforth and Agnes Mae Saunders had the following eight children: 
  

1. Robert Wilson Cornforth (1891-1987) 

2. Frances May Cornforth (1895-1911) 

3. Raymond Charles Cornforth (1898-1985) 

4. Arthur “LeRoy” Cornforth (1901-1996) 

5. Anna Mary Cornforth (1904-) 

6. Frank Bertram (1905-1985) 

7. Florence Irene Cornforth (1908-1956) 

8. Hazel Fay Cornforth (1910-1998) 

Lincoln was in Oklahoma when “Little Larry” was born in 1946.  His mom, Evelyn 

told the story that Lincoln would bend over to get a good view of Larry. She was SO 

fearful that Lincoln might drip some of his chewing tobacco juice on that precious 

little baby!  

 

 

       
 

Lincoln was in Oklahoma when “Little Larry” was born in 1946.  His mom, Evelyn 

told the story that Lincoln would bend over to get a good view of Larry. She was SO 

fearful that Lincoln might drip some of his chewing tobacco juice on that precious 

little baby! Larry’s father was Lawrence “Larry,” youngest brother of my dad. 

 

 

       
 



     Mary Magdaline died at the birth of Charles Wesley.  
 

5. Robert Cornforth (1817-1973) 2nd married Maria Louisa Smith (1836-1913) 
 

     When Robert was 50, he 2nd married Maria Louisa Smith, younger sister of Mary on  

     March 5, 1868 in Indiana. Maria Louisa was born in February 1836 in Dillsboro,  

     Dearborn County, Indiana. Maria Louisa died in North Topeka, Kansas on May 11,  

    1913; she was 77. She is buried in Rochester Cemetery, North Topeka, Kansas. 
 

Robert Cornforth and Maria Louisa Smith had the following four children who are half-

siblings of Robert and Mary’s children: 
 

1. Louisa Mae Cornforth (1869-)  

   Louisa May died after 1870. (Census Records) 
 

2. Sarah Cornforth (1871-1871)  

    Sarah was born on March 12, 1871, and died on October 7, 1871. Buried in  
    Steward Cemetery, Jackson County, Kansas. 
 

3.   Emma Rachel Cornforth (1872-1955). 

   Emma was born on February 1, 1872, in Jackson County, Kansas and died in 

   Eskridge, Kansas on August 30, 1955; she was 83. Buried in Chalk Mound 

Cemetery, Wabaunsee County, Kansas. She had one child, Earl Butts. 

 

4. Albert Cornforth (1863-) 

                          Albert was born in Jackson County, Kansas to Robert Cornforth and Maria 
                  Louisa Smith. His tombstone states birth date July 30, 1874. However, he was  
                  listed as an heir in his father’s will which was probated in April 1873. Also found 
                 in the court probate papers was a medical bill that stated, “for baby care in 1873”. 
         
                 His death date is 4 June 1875 or 1876. Probably 1876. Research: Steward  
                 Cemetery Jackson County District Court. Robert Cornforth’s estate probate.  
                 Packet 230, Clerk of the Probate Judge Office, Holton, Kansas.  
                                                      E.L. and J.O. Cornforth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 . . . Following is the history of the Smith side of the family of Robert Cornforth and his 

first and second wives; Mary Magdaline Smith and Maria Louisa Smith. 

 

Richard Smith 

Richard Smith was born in Yorkshire, England in 1794 and immigrated to the United 

States in 1818, as stated on his tombstone. As a young boy, Richard and his cousin, 

William Smith, worked as apprentices in a shop owned by Henry Britton. This Henry 

Britton emigrated to the United States, and it is believed that he influenced both Richard 

and William to come to the United States. 

Richard was a wood worker, principally of wagons. He joined the English Army and was 

wounded at the battle of Waterloo, being shot in the calf of the leg. Immediately after is 

discharge, he came to the United States and settled on a farm of 80 acres about 2 1/2 miles 

south of Dillsboro, Indiana. He spent his life farming. William Smith, his cousin, also 

came to the United States and settled on a farm next to Richard. 

Richard married Mary Magdalene “Polly” Harbert, one of several children of a family of 

Pennsylvania Dutch, who had later settled in Ohio. Mary was born January 3, 1796, in 

Pennsylvania. (Her tombstone reads in Redstone County, Pennsylvania, but no present-

day county of Pennsylvania is named Redstone). She died August 17, 1872, in Indiana. 

Richard died August 18, 1870. They are buried on the farm owned by William Smith in 

the 1850s. It is located south of Dillsboro, Indiana on State Road 262. The cemetery is 

surrounded by a stone wall on a farm owned by Gary Good. 

From Cornforth research done by Linda’s aunt and uncle, Ethel Lois and Jimmie 

Cornforth, we knew that Richard and Mary “Polly” Smith were the parents of our great-

great grandmother, Mary Magdalena Smith Cornforth. We were also aware that Richard 

fought in the Battle of Waterloo.          

 

After visiting the Britton/Smith cemetery where 

Richard and “Polly” Smith are buried, Carolyn 

and Linda wanted to research more about 

Richard’s military history, his family, and his 

extended family. 

 

Lewis and Linda Rainey                                                                                                              Carolyn Couch                     

                 

 



     Richard Smith 

October 28, 1794 – November 23, 1870 

Richard Smith was born in Thorp Arch, Metropolitan Borough of Leeds, West Yorkshire, 

England on 28 Oct. 1794.             

               RICHARD SMITH                                                

           Born Thorp                   Britton/Smith                     

               Arch, Yorkshire, Family Cemetery  

            England                          2 ½ miles south                             

        October 28, 1794               of Dillsboro on               

       Died Aug. 23, 1870             Highway 282.                                             

           75 Yrs, 9 Mo’s, 26 D’s                    Photo from Find a Grave                   

 

There are documents that state Richard Smith was born on 2 October 1794, but his 

tombstone would verify that he was born on 28 October 1794. LCR 

 

Richard Smith entered the British Army in the 73rd Regiment 

of Foot, 2nd battalion. Several documents state that Richard 

entered the British Army at age 16, 17 and 18. His discharge 

papers would show the date of his discharge as well as his 

date of entering the British Army. The discharge paper 

should reflect his 6 years and 33 days of service which is 

verified on his tombstone, but no date of entry or discharge 

is on it. LCR 

 
In 1818, Richard married Mary Magdalene “Polly” Harbert (her mother was a Wallick), 
one of several children of a family of Pennsylvania Dutch, who had later settled in Ohio. 
Mary was born January 3, 1796, in Pennsylvania. (Her tombstone reads in Redstone 
County Pennsylvania, but no present-day county of Pennsylvania is named Redstone. 
Redstone Township is a suburb of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). She died August 17, 1872, 
in Indiana. Richard died 28 August 1870. They are buried on the farm owned by William 
Smith in the 1850s. The cemetery, “Britton-Smith Family Cemetery” and is on private on 
property. It is located about two miles south of Dillsboro, Indiana on State Road 262, on 
the east side. The cemetery is surrounded by a low stone wall and can be seen from the 
highway if you know where to look. If you go past the curve, you might see the cemetery, 
but the owner’s drive is north of the curve. (We cousins could not see it easily from the 
highway in 2023). The farm was owned in 1986 by William Stevens. It is owned by Gary 
Good as of 2024. Along with Richard and Mary, their infant daughter Sarah, is buried in 
this family cemetery. Also, Henry Britton and wife, William Smith and several other 
Smiths. 
 
Richard and Mary were living in Laughery Township, near Laughery Creek, Dearborn 
County, Indiana before buying a farm next to his cousin William Smith. 



Richard and “Polly” had ten children. She gave each of their sons the middle name 
“Harbert” which was her maiden name.  
 

1. Unknown Child Smith - Birth and death (1819-1819) Dearborn County, 
Indiana. 
 

2.  Sarah Smith - b. 30 April 1820 - d. 12 July 1822, age 2 years, 2 months, and 13 
days. She is buried in Britton/Smith Family Cemetery, south of Dillsboro.  
 

                           
 

3. Mary Magdalene Smith b. about 1822 near Laughrey Creek, Dearborn 
County, Indiana – d. 3 April 1867 in Hoyt, Jackson County, Kansas. She is 
buried in Steward Cemetery, Jackson County, Kansas in the southeast corner.  
 

On 2 April 1846, Mary married Robert Cornforth. They had nine children. 
Mary died at age 43 at the birth of their last child, Charles Wesley. Robert 
later married Mary’s sister Maria Louisa Smith. 

 

                          a. Richard S. Cornforth (1845-1849)                             
              b. John Cornforth (1848-)                                           
              c. William Smith (1850-1852)                               

                          d. Henry Cornforth (1852-1853) 
                          e. Mary Magdaline (1855-1917) 
                          f. Jane Cornforth (1857-  
                          g. Oliver Smith Cornforth (1858-1932)  
                               great- grandfather of Linda Cornforth Rainey 
                                   and Carolyn Couch  

                         h. Robert Lincoln Cornforth (1860-1947)                        Photo from Find a Grave                                                                                                                          
                         i. Charles Wesley (1867-1941)                                   

4. John Harbert Smith – b. 2 August 1824, Dearborn County, Indiana – d. 23 
December 1897.  
 

John married Elizabeth Westcott on 20 March in Ohio County, Indiana. They 
had two children: Marion Emery “Emory” Smith, who taught school at 
Moorefield, Indiana, and Octavia Luella “Lowella” Smith, who married Albert 
Morrison. John and his brother, Richard built and operated a mill at Soapville, 



Indiana (in Switzerland County). He and his wife are buried in Slawson 
Cemetery, Bennington, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
 

      
 

                                             . . . Photos added by Lori on Find a Grave 

 

5. Mary Ann Smith – b. 2 November 1825, near Laughrey Creek, Dearborn 
County, Indiana – d. 22 November 1848 at the age of 23. She is buried in the 
Britton Family Cemetery, Dillsboro, Dearborn County, Indiana. On 13 1848 
Mary and Dr. William Gillespie were married. They had no children.  
 

     
 

Photos added by JCH on Find a Grave 
 

6. Unknown Child Smith (b. abt 1827 d. 1827) near Laughery Creek, Dearborn 
County, Indiana.  
 

7. Henry Harbert Smith – b. 29 July 1830, near Laughery Creek, Dearborn, 
Indiana – d. 1901. Henry was a twin of Richard Harbert Smith. On 22 
November 1857, Henry married Mary E. Knox. They had six children.  
 
     a. Abraham Lincoln Smith -- 1860-1860 --  
     b. Cornelius Francois “Neil” Smith - 1861-1936 
     c. Mary Frances Smith -- 1861-1926 
     d. Willard E. Smith – 1862 – 
     e. Alexaander W. Smith – 1866-1904 
     f. Eva Smith --  1885 - Sept. 1885 --  

 



8. Richard Harbert Smith – b. 29 July 1830 – d. 20 June 1907.  
 
Richard was a twin of Henry Harbert Smith. Richard married Ann Hotchkiss, 
18 January 1860. She was born May 19, 1833, died June 23, 1906. They are 
buried in Pleasant Cemetery at Pleasant, Switzerland County, Indiana.  
 

Richard was a country schoolteacher for a few terms and worked on building 
bridges on the Old O & M. Railroad. He, and his brother John, came to 
Switzerland County in 1856 and built a mill at Soapville. After his marriage, he 
sold his interest in the mill and bought a farm. The mill was a money maker, 
but his health suffered because of the dust. He was a member of Co. B. 146th 
Regiment, Indiana Volunteers, having the respect and confidence of his 
superior officers. He was promoted to a non-commissioned officer and was 
mustered out with his regiment at the close of the war. He was presented a 
medal for bravery. Richard and Anna had eight children: 
 
     a. Abraham Lincoln Smith 1860-1860 
     b. Mary Buchanan Smith 1862-1926 
     c. Charles Smith 1863-1865 
     d. Oliver H. Smith 1864-1941 
     e. Susan E. Voris 1867 – 1899 
     f. Richard Edwin Smith 1868-1895    
     g. Anna Vinnie Voris 1871-1898 
     h. George Addison Smith 1875-1934 ` 

 

9. Oliver Harbert Smith - b. 6 April 1832 near Laughery Creek, Dearborn County, 
Indiana – d. 9 November 1907. He is buried in Mount Moriah Cemetery, Stark, 
Neosho County, Kansas next to his wife. On 31 May 1868, Oliver married his 
1st cousin, Nancy Ann Harbert, in Johnson County, Indiana.  
 

Oliver was the owner of a well-known Dry Goods Mercantile Business in Savon 
Burg, Allen County, Kansas for many years. Later as this business expanded, it 
was renamed “Smith & Sons”. Oliver and Nancy had six children: 
 

     a. John Harbert Smith -- 1869-1905 
     b. Frank Elmer Smith -- 1873-1932 
     c. Oliver Harbert Smith -- 1877-1881 
     d. Claudius A. Smooth -- 1884-1885 
     e. Lawrence Orin Smith -- 1887-1960 
     f. Charles Otto “Charlie” Smith -- 1890- 

                                          
 

 

 

 

 



. . . Below is a biography of Oliver Harbert Smith, 1901, Allen County, Kansas from “The 

History of Allen and Woodson Counties, Kansas” by Charles F. Scott, Iola Register. 
 

O.H. Smith, who is prominent in commercial and fraternal circles in the county of his 
adoption, his home being in Savonburg, Kansas, was born in Dearborn County, Indiana, 
April 6, 1843, and upon a farm in the Hoosier State spent his boyhood days performing 
his share of the work in field and meadow. He acquired a good school education and 
remained with his parents until after he had attained his majority when he started out 
upon an independent business career, and as a companion and helpmate on life’s journey 
he chose Miss Nancy A. Harbert of Johnson County, Indiana. 
 
The couple began their domestic life upon a farm which he had previously purchased in 
Dearborn County, Indiana and there resided until 1884, his labors as an agriculturist 
being crowned with a gratifying degree of success. Having a family of growing sons, he 
thought that he might secure better opportunities for them in the west where the 
population was not so great and competition in consequence not so marked. Accordingly, 
he sought a home in Kansas, bringing his family to the Sunflower State in 1884. They 
located five miles north of Parsons, in Neosho County, where Mr. Smith purchased a farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres of rich, arable land which he still owns, the tract 
constituting one of the valuable farming properties of the county in which it is located. He 
has excellent improvements on the place, and everything is in good condition. There he 
resided for eight years when, having acquired considerable capital through his labors as 
an agriculturist, he concluded to abandon the plow and entered into commercial pursuits. 
Accordingly, he located in St. Paul where he and his eldest son established a grocery and 
queens-ware store in 1891, under the firm name of Smith & Son. They remained there for 
four years when they sought a broader field of labor by removing to Savonburg in 1895. 
Here they enlarged their stock, adding general merchandise, and they now have one of 
the most extensive general mercantile establishments in the county, carrying a large line 
of goods, such as is demanded by the town and country trade. They also have a branch 
store at Elsmore and their business has now reached proportions represented by sales 
that amount to forty-five thousand dollars annually, the firm of Smith & Sons ranking 
high in commercial circles. 
 
O.H. Smith is the owner of a nice residence on a pleasant corner in Savonburg, and there 
he resides with his wife and the children who are still under the parental roof. Six sons 
have been born unto them: John H., who is now in partnership with his father; Frank E., 
who is also a member of the firm and has charge of the store in Elsmore; Lawrence O., 
who is a student in school; Charles Otto, at home; Oliver, who died at the age of four years; 
and Claudius, who died at the age of two. Mr. Smith takes great pride in his family and 
has provided his children with excellent educational privileges, that they may be well 
fitted for life’s practical and responsible duties. The eldest son is a graduate of the Sedalia 
Business College and the second son a graduate of the Fort Scott Business College. 
 
In political views, Mr. Smith is a stalwart Republican and has voted for each presidential 
nominee of the party since its organization, where John C. Fremont was placed at the 
head of the ticket. He is one of the oldest, if not the oldest Odd Fellow in the State, having 
joined the order in Indiana in 1856. Throughout the passing years he has been an 



exemplary member of the fraternity, and his life shows forth its beneficent principles. 
Several times he was a representative to the grand lodge in Indianapolis, Indiana and has 
filled every chair in his local lodge. He is conducting his business on systematic and 
methodical principles and an idea of the success which has attended the enterprise is 
indicated by the greatly increased facilities. He is now numbered among the prosperous 
merchants of his community, and his position is the just reward of meritorious, and 
honorable effort which commands the respect and admiration of all. 
 
1834 Land Purchase – Richard and Polly purchased land just south of Dillsboro. Linda 
didn’t try to figure out where their farm was on the land map. The land records at the 
Dearborn County Courthouse were being scanned when we were there in 2023. 
Hopefully, the map can be updated. 
 

 
          
10. Maria Louisa “Mariah” Smith - b. February 1836 near Laughery 
               Creek, Dearborn County, Indiana d. 11 May 1913 in Topeka, Kansas. 
               She is buried at Rochester Cemetery in Topeka, Shawnee County,  
               Kansas. She is buried in Rochester Cemetery, North Topeka, Kansas. 
 
              On 5 March 1868, Mariah married Robert Cornforth in Dillsboro, Indiana at her     
              parents’ home. Robert was first married to Mariah’s sister, Mary Magdalene.  
             When she died, Mariah and Robert married. They lived in Jackson County, Kansas 
             where Robert was living with his first wife Mary. Robert and Mariah had four  
             children. 
 

                     a. Louisa Mae Cornforth -- 1869- 
                     b. Sarah A. Cornforth – 1871-1871 
                     c. Emma Rachel Cornforth – 1872-1955 
                     d. Albert H. Cornforth – 1873-1875 
 
Robert Cornforth died 6 January 1873. 
 
 
 
 



Will of Richard Smith 

From Indiana, U.S. Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999 on Ancestry 

 

I, Richard Smith, of the county of Dearborn and State of Indiana, by occupation, a farmer, 

being of sound mind, but infirm in body, do hereby make, and declare this my last will 

and testament. I give, devise, and bequeath my estate as follows:  

 

Item 1st, I devise and bequeath all my property, Personal and Real, to my beloved wife, 

Mary M. Smith, to have and to hold and to use during the period of her natural life. 

 

Item 2nd, I do further order and direct, that if the notes, moneys, and other personal 

property with which I may die possessed are not sufficient to maintain my said wife her 

lifetime, then she, together with my children presently to be named, shall make such 

disposal of the Real Estate, as they shall believe to be to her best interest. 

 

Item 3rd, I further order and direct, that at the death of my said wife, all my property, 

Personal and Real, shall be equally divided between my children, namely, the heirs of 

Mary M. Cornforth (now deceased) formerly Mary M. Smith, late wife of Robert 

Cornforth, John H. Smith, Richard H. Smith, Oliver H. Smith, Henry B. Smith and Maria 

Smith Cornforth, late Maria L. Smith, they, my aforesaid children, to share and share alike 

of all my property, at the death of my said wife. 

 

Item 4th, I hereby appoint my son Oliver H. Smith, now residing with me, Executor of this 

my last will and testament, and empower him to do all and singular, the duties necessary 

to the final settlement of my estate. 

 

In Witness Whereof, I have signed and sealed and published and declared this instrument 

as my last Will and Testament at the county and State aforesaid, on the Ninth day of 

February, A.D. 1870. 

 

                                                                                       Richard Smith      (Seal) 

 

The said Richard Smith, at said county of Dearborn and State of Indiana, on said Ninth 

day of February 1870, signed and sealed and executed this instrument, and published and 

declared the same as, and for his last Will and Testament, and we at his request, and in 

his presence, and in the presence of each other, have hereunto written our names as 

subscribing witnesses. 

  

                                                  Joseph G. Vandolah    (seal) 

                                                  George A. Smith     (seal) 

 


