Moses Robins Died in 1818
Our Argument

by
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The two of us have been researching together now for about two years the
Robins/Robbins family of St. Charles County, Missouri. Over the course of our
work, we have noticed on numerous published materials that the date 1810 is the
cited death date of one Moses Robins, a member of our family. We have seen this
death date associated with Moses in indices at the St. Charles County Historical
Society, in online references to Moses, most recently on a poster displayed in the
Land Between the Rivers Historical Society in Portage des Sioux, Missouri, and on
a memorial on Findagrave.com. The prevalence of 1810 makes Moses’ death date
seem accurate. Our argument is, however, that the date is NOT correct, that its
dissemination is the result of persons simply copying information from one
document to another rather than verifying information and, therefore, in doing so
misrepresenting the life of Moses Robins by omitting important events in his life.
Our argument is that Moses Robins died in St. Charles, Missouri on or about 24
September 1818. Several documents support our claim.

Moses Robins was born 20 January 1767 in Voluntown, New London, Connecticut,
the son of Moses and Keziah Minor Robins.! He was the eighth of the couple’s nine
children. Moses married Abigail Cook of Preston, New London, Connecticut on 30
December 1784 in Preston.2 They, too, had nine children.

In 1794 Moses’ brother, Brintnal, moved his family from Voluntown, New London,
Connecticut to western Pennsylvania®. Moses and his family, however, were still
living in Connecticut in 1800. The last documented birth for a child of Moses and
Abigail in Voluntown was Thomas Jefferson Robins, born 25 November 1801.*
Zuriah, the next child, reported on her 1850 U.S. Census that she was 43 years old
and was born in Connecticut. She reported nearly the same information on
succeeding U.S Censuses in 1860, 1870, and 1880. Abigail, the ninth and last child
of Moses and Abigail, reported on the 1850 U.S. Census that she was born about
1810 in Pennsylvania. She too reported similar information on subsequent U.S.
Censuses. Indeed, the 1810 U.S. Census shows the Moses Robins family living in
Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania. A reference in a history of Butler County,




Pennsylvania had Moses and Brinton Robbins establishing a grist and saw mill in
Forward Township after 1804°,

The article, “The Forgotten War,” is a well-documented slice of history about the
Indian wars in the Missouri Territory. The author’s conclusion is this: ‘But in the
fall of 1815 and in the subsequent years, a tidal wave of new settlers began to pour
into Missouri. Towns literally sprang up in the wilderness overnight and Missouri
began entering a new phase of preparing for statehood’.

Moses and his family most likely arrived in Missouri from Pennsylvania as part of
this tidal wave. Missouri was part of the Louisianan Territory, recently scouted by
Lewis and Clark. Land fever, the symbol of power and wealth, was intense. The
earliest date recorded in Missouri for Moses Robins was a land transaction:

Moses Robbins and Thaddeus C. Robbins “Jointly purchased from one Matthew Kerr a certain
tract of land lying in the County of St. Charles and township of Portage des Sioux, containing two
hundred arpens and bounded on the north by Congress lands, on the west by lands of Wm
Thompson, south by lands of Michael Keeny, east by lands of Forgus Morehead, bought of James
Griffin, being so much of a tract of five hundred arpens granted to one Framer Gilbert which was
sold by the said Warner to James A. Graham and by the Administrator of the said Graham under
an order of the general Court to the said Mathew Kerr, which said land was purchased by deed
from said Kerr, dates Oct 28" A.D. 1816, and is recorded in the Clerk’s office of Saint Charles in
Book D Page 450 & 1.°

Moses’ name also appeared on the 1816 Tax List for St. Charles County.

Three months later, on January 24, 1817, Moses applied to the Circuit Court to
certify his brand for his hogs, cattle, and sheep—M.R.---on the left ear.

One of the earliest records from the Missouri Territory is the 1817 Enumeration.
Moses’ two adult sons, Thadeus Robins and Welcome Robins, were listed and
counted separately. Moses was listed with his remaining family except for Miranda
who, along with her daughter, Amy, were listed under Elijah Mallerson, her
husband. Moses did not appear in the 1819 Enumeration.

One of Moses’ last documented acts was to transfer land to his son, Moses B. Robins.
On 4 September 1818, Moses did ‘Bargain, Sell and Confirm” one hundred arpens
of land, the third lot from the North part of a Madrid Claim conveyed to Moses by
Rufus Easton containing 240 acres. This transfer was recorded on 1 October 1818.




On or about 24 September 1818, Moses Robins died as determined by a receipt for
the expenses of his coffin, digging the grave, cart for hauling corpse, winding cloth
and doctor’s bill. Moses’ Will was filed on 15 Oct 1818 in St. Charles Probate Court,
naming Abigail, widow, and Thaddeus, son, as executors.

To repeat. Our argument is that Moses Robins, born 1767 in Voluntown, New
London, Connecticut died on or about 24 September 1818 in St. Charles, Missouri.

Fall, 2018
200" Anniversary of the death of Moses Robins, St. Charles County, Missouri

NOTE: Susanne Paradis can be reached at svparadis@yahoo.com Philip L. Rhea can be reached
at rheajp@sbcglobal.net
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Marriage Record—Moses Robins & Abigail Cook
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American Revolutionary War Pension Application—Brintnal Robins
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1800 U.S. Census—Voluntown, New London, Connecticut—Moses Robins




SCHEDULE L - Free Inhabitants ia .. ¢
of v/ enumerated by me, on the

1850 U.S. Census—District 37, Rock Island, Illinois—Zuriah Robins Boyer
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1850 U.S. Census—District 82, St. Louis, Missouri—Abigail McKnight




_ |
LA R TP R AT R

e
) rll.ﬁ’ '1..’0 -3

’

»
-~ y
I'J.'Qlll,l.‘,

-~

STA _TH R S SN IN
A

: |
R L N S
,

~
CENAL Y Y NN RN

- L
- N
5w fltrolnﬂ_.ﬁ

oy
.f/:tcl..u.v.(aL

0o ,, '

,c.,:...:.u.wa

/u. .o
ff /Ponﬁ O‘

c/cat.;—o/.l//o
Ve ..//‘o/coll
“havyangnn
..clri.(.;'fd

s S SNN NN

AR NN

TAN Ny

e o

L
y B

e L
-

- 2. 9374

Tk webol taeae Wi

/-
i
AL L 41.m
5é¥

< wolad o

.\o-:n/r.o.’..-.a.

TTENN FECTE LR PR Trar/r/)./on,,,/f
L TTL YRR L e R B AR R LY LY

SNa . w»
SR “a NAaNy,

A ~ )
AT A RN NN AN R R NG vAN
.looltl'p/.ll.--llﬂol-lold’l—l("/o

ALTERA R TN ASTE R AL L T e

T . w ¥ SNy .
. P e hts [ « R
f.l/laa'l’.

L I A R R N S L1

AR R R AR A N RN TR R L S e !

1810 U.S. Census—Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania—Moses Robbins




PORWARD TOWNXSINE IR

In Bater years camwe Henry Gelbac), o Wayarian, whosottled in Beaver cannty
in IS0, and eemoves] to Voeward township some years later. s b, IMillip,
Jocoted nowr himn soon aftorward. Nichobos Beban wmd faendly, satives of Gur-
muny, Facated Jwre fn 1=, wheey the futher aliod i 1551, O A Rades camm
from Gormany in IS5 weld fostr yoars lator e lionsnd the odd Briston Lans v
this towaship,  Willlam Flusnter asd Gosnlly comse fo this towsnbip s Tyrone
enmnty, Irdand, in 1SS, Jobn Hlaaket docated oo wihsin is now knewn ws the
Jumes Setton fursn in 1595, Jacoly Stamo, s of 2 plooccr of Baiver commty,
located in this township i IG5, William M. Mucshall, s mative of Dherery connty,
Treband, establishied & stare v the site of Evame Uity bo 1500 1o 150 b was 4
merchant st Whitestawn, aned in 155510, sottlod o o Fare in Forwanl tonn
ship, where be also operared & enal Lunk

The popsdation Sn 15000 was LGN, o IS500 B0 ia 1Ss0, LSS, wod o
ISR, 1.5 The extension of the oll Bold hse necossarily imcressed the figures
o four years agn

The asvsemed value of read and porsomal property m 1504, was $501 058 the
county tax bevied was $1I0EL tlwe sty tax, EG0OL, and the tolal wlionl reve-
e, FLING T, bncliading o State appropaiathon of $13540 10

MELAS AND JEsETILLE MRS

The early millbng inteoests of Forwand incheded the Gilliland grior amd saw
meilla; the Robbias beothers' griet wmd saw mille o the Adum Brown liese.power
il the Reese Exans geistmnill, and the oohd Minmbs fudling mall, Pravid Galfitand
built w grist and saw mill in IS e 19002 e prrchased the olid farm of
Pater McKinmwy and erected 3 Tog milll,  Barnet GitllEnd heilt o Esrger mibll ne
the site in 1827, which becime the propenty of Adast Gilliandd fs the thittios,
and which be opetated mtil the yoar IS0, whest be moved to Mickigan.  In
155 Henrs Budl purchased the ofd Gilbiluod mill, since knowe s Hlehs
MAL™  Puter avel Tames Koy and AL 1L Evaos have operated the mill in larer
ays.

Mraven™s mill originated in the boose mill startad by Adum Weown on hie
farm varly in the centiry,  Later be becnme the onner of the mill on Glade run
veectod by Maj, Reesa Evans, which bas sivce been kponn av Hrown's mill
After bis death bis som, Nibam, in 15830, perchased the bl fresn the ostute, e
tore diowns the old bwllding and on l1e site erested 0 mew saw and grier mill,
Sometivne in the Bithes this gave Plave te o better v, which was destooyed by
fire in Novemnber, 15940, Iy was oebuilt and cosduictedd by Mro Brows nneit 1501,
Mierwards came R. 1L Beown who comtinnel 3+ miller wnti]l 159), wlen
Phitip Gelhiseh becamo owner. I 3801 K. 1L Boown resumed the ownenship.

Moses and Briton Bolbans estabdishiogd 2 grist and saw il on Glade rum
sobserquent to 1804 Lewis Blakeley ostubdished and sperated s distillery om 1l
farm which Awlrew Hlakedey owned ia later dave

SCIMNOAR ANTE JUSTICRS,

The fist schools were taught by Jobn Waldren and Archibald lrwin, the
pronewr teachera, D, Trvioe, Archibald McAlister and Capt, Architold Giay,

Moses and Brintnal, owners of grist and saw mill in
Forward, Butler, Pennsylvania
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1816 Missouri Tax List—Cover Page--Moses Robins

1816 Missouri Tax List—Entry Page—Moses Robins
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1817—Moses Robins Application for Brand
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1817 Missouri Enumeration—Portage des Sioux—Moses Robins
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Funeral Expenses—September 24, 1818—Moses Robins
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Will—Moses Robins—Filed October 1818
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Will—Moses Robins—Filed October 1818
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