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Moses Robins Died in 1818 

Our Argument 

by 

Susanne Paradis 

Philip L. Rhea 

The two of us have been researching together now for about two years the 

Robins/Robbins family of St. Charles County, Missouri. Over the course of our 

work, we have noticed on numerous published materials that the date 1810 is the 

cited death date of one Moses Robins, a member of our family. We have seen this 

death date associated with Moses in indices at the St. Charles County Historical 

Society, in online references to Moses, most recently on a poster displayed in the 

Land Between the Rivers Historical Society in Portage des Sioux, Missouri, and on 

a memorial on Findagrave.com. The prevalence of 1810 makes Moses’ death date 

seem accurate. Our argument is, however, that the date is NOT correct, that its 

dissemination is the result of persons simply copying information from one 

document to another rather than verifying information and, therefore, in doing so 

misrepresenting the life of Moses Robins by omitting important events in his life. 

Our argument is that Moses Robins died in St. Charles, Missouri on or about 24 

September 1818. Several documents support our claim. 

Moses Robins was born 20 January 1767 in Voluntown, New London, Connecticut, 

the son of Moses and Keziah Minor Robins.1 He was the eighth of the couple’s nine 

children. Moses married Abigail Cook of Preston, New London, Connecticut on 30 

December 1784 in Preston.2 They, too, had nine children. 

In 1794 Moses’ brother, Brintnal, moved his family from Voluntown, New London, 

Connecticut to western Pennsylvania3. Moses and his family, however, were still 

living in Connecticut in 1800. The last documented birth for a child of Moses and 

Abigail in Voluntown was Thomas Jefferson Robins, born 25 November 1801.4 

Zuriah, the next child, reported on her 1850 U.S. Census that she was 43 years old 

and was born in Connecticut. She reported nearly the same information on 

succeeding U.S Censuses in 1860, 1870, and 1880. Abigail, the ninth and last child 

of Moses and Abigail, reported on the 1850 U.S. Census that she was born about 

1810 in Pennsylvania. She too reported similar information on subsequent U.S. 

Censuses. Indeed, the 1810 U.S. Census shows the Moses Robins family living in 

Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania. A reference in a history of Butler County, 
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Pennsylvania had Moses and Brinton Robbins establishing a grist and saw mill in 

Forward Township after 18045. 

 

The article, “The Forgotten War,’ is a well-documented slice of history about the 

Indian wars in the Missouri Territory. The author’s conclusion is this: ‘But in the 

fall of 1815 and in the subsequent years, a tidal wave of new settlers began to pour 

into Missouri. Towns literally sprang up in the wilderness overnight and Missouri 

began entering a new phase of preparing for statehood’. 

 

Moses and his family most likely arrived in Missouri from Pennsylvania as part of 

this tidal wave. Missouri was part of the Louisianan Territory, recently scouted by 

Lewis and Clark. Land fever, the symbol of power and wealth, was intense. The 

earliest date recorded in Missouri for Moses Robins was a land transaction:  

 
Moses Robbins and Thaddeus C. Robbins “Jointly purchased from one Matthew Kerr a certain 

tract of land lying in the County of St. Charles and township of Portage des Sioux, containing two 

hundred arpens and bounded on the north by Congress lands, on the west by lands of Wm 

Thompson, south by lands of  Michael Keeny, east by lands of Forgus Morehead, bought of James 

Griffin, being so much of a tract of five hundred arpens granted to one Framer Gilbert which was 

sold by the said Warner to James A. Graham and by the Administrator of the said Graham under 

an order of the general Court to the said Mathew Kerr, which said land was purchased by deed 

from said Kerr, dates Oct 28th A.D. 1816, and is recorded in the Clerk’s office of Saint Charles in 

Book D Page 450 & 1.6 

 

Moses’ name also appeared on the 1816 Tax List for St. Charles County.  

 

Three months later, on January 24, 1817, Moses applied to the Circuit Court to 

certify his brand for his hogs, cattle, and sheep—M.R.---on the left ear.  

 

One of the earliest records from the Missouri Territory is the 1817 Enumeration. 

Moses’ two adult sons, Thadeus Robins and Welcome Robins, were listed and 

counted separately. Moses was listed with his remaining family except for Miranda 

who, along with her daughter, Amy, were listed under Elijah Mallerson, her 

husband. Moses did not appear in the 1819 Enumeration. 

 

One of Moses’ last documented acts was to transfer land to his son, Moses B. Robins. 

On 4 September 1818, Moses did ‘Bargain, Sell and Confirm” one hundred arpens 

of land, the third lot from the North part of a Madrid Claim conveyed to Moses by 

Rufus Easton containing 240 acres. This transfer was recorded on 1 October 1818. 
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On or about 24 September 1818, Moses Robins died as determined by a receipt for 

the expenses of his coffin, digging the grave, cart for hauling corpse, winding cloth 

and doctor’s bill. Moses’ Will was filed on 15 Oct 1818 in St. Charles Probate Court, 

naming Abigail, widow, and Thaddeus, son, as executors. 

 

To repeat. Our argument is that Moses Robins, born 1767 in Voluntown, New 

London, Connecticut died on or about 24 September 1818 in St. Charles, Missouri. 

 
Fall, 2018 

200th Anniversary of the death of Moses Robins, St. Charles County, Missouri 

 
 

NOTE: Susanne Paradis can be reached at svparadis@yahoo.com  Philip L. Rhea can be reached 

at rheajp@sbcglobal.net 
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Marriage Record—Moses Robins & Abigail Cook 
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American Revolutionary War Pension Application—Brintnal Robins 
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1800 U.S. Census—Voluntown, New London, Connecticut—Moses Robins 
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1850 U.S. Census—District 37, Rock Island, Illinois—Zuriah Robins Boyer 
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1850 U.S. Census—District 82, St. Louis, Missouri—Abigail McKnight 
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1810 U.S. Census—Middlesex, Butler, Pennsylvania—Moses Robbins 
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Moses and Brintnal, owners of grist and saw mill in 

Forward, Butler, Pennsylvania 
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1816 Missouri Tax List—Cover Page--Moses Robins 

 

 
1816 Missouri Tax List—Entry Page—Moses Robins 
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1817—Moses Robins Application for Brand 
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1817 Missouri Enumeration—Portage des Sioux—Moses Robins 
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Funeral Expenses—September 24, 1818—Moses Robins 



16 
 

 

 
 

Will—Moses Robins—Filed October 1818 
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Will—Moses Robins—Filed October 1818 


